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By KYLE KITTREDGE
STAFF WRITER
Many college students are 
probably, and understandably, 
more focused on course work 
than turning their idea for a busi-
ness or original product into re-
ality. However, at UNH, entre-
preneurial goals can be achieved 
with a team, two-page proposal 
and 90-second video in the Paul J. 
Holloway Prize Competition. 
The Paul J. Holloway Prize 
Competition is an “innovation to 
market competition” consisting of 
a multiple-step competition. 
The competition takes stu-
dents’ knowledge from the class-
room and applies it to real world 
applications by having the partici-
pants create products or services 
and then present them to a panel 
of judges. 
“The competition is to pro-
mote entrepreneurship, and the 
students are the engine that drives 
that,” said Michael Merenda, the 
competition director. 
Merenda encourages anyone 
thinking about being an entrepre-
neur to participate in the compe-
tition, especially students from 
majors outside of the business 
school. 
“The more applied we can 
be,” Merenda said, “actually do-
ing it, getting in front of seasoned 
professionals and putting them-
selves on the line I think is pretty 
impressive.” 
Students who have partici-
pated in the Social Venture Inno-
vation Competition (SVIC) are 
highly encouraged to submit a 
proposal for an idea.
Kevin Gardner, professor of 
environmental engineering, teach-
es a class in sustainable engineer-
ing and required his students to 
participate in the SVIC and also 
encourages students to continue 
onto the Paul J. Holloway Prize 
Competition, saying, “one really 
precedes the other.” 
“I was trying to get them to 
think about problems they see in 
UNH sophomore Doug 
Marino campaigns for Durham 
Town Council position 
Students apply classroom knowledge to the ‘real world’
Student orgs collaborate, bring DarkMa er to UNH
COURTESY PHOTO
DarkMatter, the trans South Asian art and activist duo, will speak in the Stra ord Room on April 1. The event is 
sponsored by UNH student organizations MUSA, UNH Alliance, Trans UNH and The Kidder Fund.
COURTESY PHOTO
Tyler Kane, a senior environmental engineering major, is 
participating in the Paul J. Holloway Prize Competition with his 
team of non- business majors. 
TYLER KENNEDY/STAFF
Sophomore Doug Marino is one of seven people, and the only 
UNH student, running for a Durham Town Council position.
Opinion: This week’s “From 
the Right” explores diversity 
in the GOP. 
UNH exited the Hockey East Playo s in the 
 rst round at Merrimack College.
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By RAOUL BIRON
STAFF WRITER 
Hoping to foster solidarity, inspiration and acceptance, author and 
activist Dan Savage told LGBTQ+ youth around the world that “it gets 
better.” Since releasing his initial video in 2011, Savage’s message has 
exploded into a kind of marketed rallying cry for LGBTQ+ causes rang-
ing anywhere from marriage equality to teen suicide. 
What happens when a three-word sentence - even one spoken on 
camera by hundreds of thousands - stops being enough? 
For Brooklyn based spoken word duo, DarkMatter, it gets bitter. 
On April 1, the fi rst day of UNH Campus Pride Month, the trans 
South Asian art and activist collaboration will occupy the Strafford 
room in the MUB. Sponsored in part by MUSO, UNH Alliance, Trans 
UNH, and The Kidder Fund, the event is largely designed to ignite a 
community-wide dialogue about perspective, the nature of privilege, 
and the missed subtleties of political movements as wide-ranging and 
general as LGBTQ+ rights. 
“We try to bring programs, artists and speakers that have a social 
justice-centered message because as a group we really believe in inclu-
sion and activism,” said a spokesperson for MUSO.
“We rarely get speakers who encompass multiple marginalized 
By TYLER KENNEDY
NEWS EDITOR
On Tuesday, citizens of Dur-
ham will be voting to elect four 
members to the Town Council. 
Six Durham residents are running 
to fi ll the three open, three-year 
terms, while there is one lone can-
didate running for the sole single-
year term. One of the six people 
hoping to secure a three-year po-
sition on the council is Doug Ma-
rino, a UNH student currently in 
his sophomore year.
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Original paintings on displayAnnual game night takes over
Dong Ho paintings were on display this past Friday night in the MUB. The 
original artwork was presented by international student Diep Tran.
Meeple and Cardboard Syndicate hosted its annual weekend-long game 
event in the Strafford Room, bringing in a crowd of around 100 people.
4
16
Sophomore Tanner Leissner became the fi rst Wildcat in a decade to be 
named to the All-Conference First Team.
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• UNH Writers Series wel-
comes novelist Rebecca 






• Breaking All the Rules: A 
Princess Writes History in 
Constantinople, Demeritt 
Hall Room 240, 7:30 - 9 
p.m.
• Visiting Artist Lecture 
Series: Liz Ensz, PCAC 
A218,12:10 - 1:30 p.m.
March. 9
• The Hunt: Find That Intern-
ship/Job, Paul 110, 12:40 - 2 
p.m.
• Improving Your Resume 
and Cover Letter - PAUL 
Students Only, Paul G45, 
6 - 8 p.m.
March. 7
Stay Connected:• 2016 Undergraduate Prize Plays & Eurydice Audi-
tions, Hennessy Theatre, 
6 p.m.
The Kappa Delta Sorority held its fi fth annual charity silent 
auction and dinner. The event helped support Prevent Child 
Abuse in America and the New Hampshire Children’s Trust.
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Italian Night Dinner!
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the world and what type of busi-
ness could they address with it,” 
Gardner said, “and primarily en-
vironmental, but if you call it a 
social or environmental, what’s 
the difference? They are one in 
the same because it affects us all.” 
Although, Gardner’s number 
one piece of advice was that he 
encouraged participants to col-
laborate with people from other 
disciplines. 
“If we team up with someone 
that increases our diversity and 
broadens our disciplines, we see 
the world in a new way,” Gardner 
continued, “and gain a more ro-
bust approach than with the same 
people in our field so you will end 
up with a better product because 
of that.” 
His advice for students to 
work in teams proved to be dif-
ficult to achieve. 
Tyler Kane, a senior envi-
ronmental engineer major who 
participated in the SVIC with his 
team for Gardner’s class, recent-
ly submitted their second stage 
5-page proposal and 90-second 
video for the upcoming round. 
Kane’s team contained no busi-
ness majors or students with a 
background in video production, 
only engineers. 
Kane described his team’s 
idea, titled as Streamline, as be-
ing “the Keurig of vending ma-
chines.” 
Instead of having pre-
packed bottles being dispensed 
in a vending machine, Kane and 
his team are trying to create a 
system where a vending machine 
can be similar to a restaurant or 
dining hall, and eliminate the 
bottled water and pre-packaged 
product industry, in order to be 
more efficient and environmen-
tally friendly. 
While Gardner required 
his students to participate in the 
SVIC, business students weren’t 
required, making it difficult for 
students of varying majors to 
connect. 
Kane mentioned that when 
his team was starting out, they 
weren’t business minded and 
tried to just solve the problem. 
They had difficulty with the vid-
eo production aspect as well. 
Regardless, Streamline had 
success in the SVIC with mak-
ing to the final round, and has 
been picked up for the Holloway 
Competition’s second round. 
“Through the SVIC we real-
ized how much of a benefit this 
could be to all parties,” Kane 
added. 
Even if Kane and his team 
don’t win the competition, he 
described the process as obtain-
ing different perspectives as tre-
mendous value to projects, and 
hopes to put more of the project 
together, including dealing with 
the business side of the project. 
Midway through last semes-
ter, Marino came upon the deci-
sion to campaign for the position. 
Marino, with a political science 
major and women’s studies minor 
in the process, initially became 
involved at UNH in his freshman 
year by joining a number of orga-
nizations, including the Phi Mu 
Delta fraternity, Student Senate 
and UNH College Democrats.
Marino, a native of New-
fields, New Hampshire, has 
changed his legal residence to 
Durham since coming to UNH.
“I really do feel like Dur-
ham is my home,” Marino said. “I 
spend the overwhelmingly major-
ity of my time here. I work here, 
go to school here, and I really feel 
a strong connection to the commu-
nity… and I definitely consider it 
to be my home.”  
As to what good could come 
out of having a student serve on 
the Town Council, Marino was 
confident that there could be many 
benefits. 
“I think that when you have 
a student at the table, it gives rep-
resentation to a very large com-
munity of people. You know that 
students represent a very big part 
of Durham, being a college town,” 
Marino said. “I fear that when we 
don’t have any representation on 
the Town Council, some of the is-
sues that are really important to us 
as students don’t get talked about 
because that representation just 
isn’t there.”
Last Tuesday, a debate was 
held for the six candidates vying 
for the three open spots, and Ma-
rino remarked that, “[The debate] 
went pretty well. It was a good 
discussion.”  
Topics brought up during the 
debate included student housing, 
town infrastructure, and environ-
mental issues, among other key 
issues that affect the town.  
Marino remarked that the 
Town Council has done a “pretty-
good job” in terms of establishing 
a relationship between students 
and the town government, but not-
ed that there is room for improve-
ment—and he hopes to accom-
plish such a goal if elected into 
the position. Marino noted that 
he would work to address topics 
including civil-rights and sexual 
assaults. 
 “I think it’s an issue that the 
council, to my knowledge, hasn’t 
been able to address in the last 
couple years, and I believe it’s an 
issue that needs to be addressed,” 
Marino said of sexual assaults. 
“…if people don’t feel safe walk-
ing the streets of out town, that’s 
a really serious problem that we 
need to fix.”  
If  Tuesday’s vote doesn’t end 
in his favor, Marino remarked that 
he’d continue to be very engaged 
in town government, along with 
working to encourage more stu-
dents to get involved. 
identities. In my experience, 
within the LGBTQ+ community, 
speakers are generally white cis-
gender gay men. There’s nothing 
wrong with having those speak-
ers, but it becomes a problem 
when those are the only people we 
are hearing from,” said UNH ju-
nior Audrey Johnson who spear-
headed the booking of DarkMat-
ter. 
For the artists Alok Vaid-Me-
non and Janani Balasubramanian 
who make up DarkMatter and its 
performance entitled #ItGetsBit-
ter, the battle against systemic in-
equality ranges beyond sweeping 
campaigns with catchy hashtags. 
Beyond marriage and beyond 
a fight for general acceptance, 
DarkMatter addresses cultural 
concerns of corruption, wealth 
inequality, racism, and appropria-
tion that eclipse and threaten the 
pro-LGBTQ+ movement itself. 
The duo directly addressed 
Savage and his message of op-
timism and anticipation in their 
poem titled ‘It Gets Bougie.’
It says in part: “Dear Dan 
Savage… when you said you 
were a homosexual, did that mean 
you wanted to f--k yourself? It 
seems like you and your friends 
were anal about just about ev-
erything - except for racial and 
economic justice… It gets bougie 
when every national gay organi-
zation in this country invests in 
private prisons and drone warfare. 
It gets bougie when marriage and 
not murder is the number one gay 
issue.”
Pushing slam poetry, fash-
ion, rhyme and rage to limits be-
yond cultural context, DarkMatter 
works to ignite a balance between 
conversation and indignation. 
“To be completely honest, 
I’m not exactly sure what to ex-
pect. DarkMatter is unpredictable 
in the best way possible,” Johnson 
said. “I wanted to hear from trans 
people, people of color, bi peo-
ple… there are so many identities 
which do not get the same amount 
of airtime. Here’s an amazing act 
that can help turn the tides and 
bring a new perspective to cam-
pus. To help lift the voices of two 
queer, non-binary, South Asian 
activists is incredible.” 
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 A crowd of over 100 peo-
ple sat playing board games in 
the Strafford Room this past 
weekend during Meeple and 
Cardboard Syndicate’s annual 
weekend-long gaming event. 
The convention ran for two days, 
beginning at 10:30 a.m. on Sat-
urday and 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, 
with the games running until 
midnight for each day. 
“This is our third year. Our 
first year we had 44 [in atten-
dance], last year we had 118, so 
we’re up above that this year,” 
said graduate student Joey 
Miseirvitch, the current presi-
dent of the student organization.
The games available for par-
ticipants to play varied. Club of-
ficer and UNH junior Ellis Codd 
said, “Most are board games, 
some are card games, there’s a 
lot of dice. We’ve branched out 
this year to include roleplaying 
games and things like Magic 
[The Gathering].”
Miseirvitch specified, 
“There’s really three genres of 
games: Americanized, Europe-
an-Based with more integrated 
mechanics and skills, and Role-
playing. European games always 
have some sort of end-game trig-
ger, driven by the mechanics. 
We try to push [the Euro] games 
more because of the learning as-
pect. I’ve seen students improve 
their GPA from learning the me-
chanics of board games.”
Not only were the days spent 
gaming between friends, strang-
ers, students and community 
members, but there were raffles 
and tournaments too. One raffle 
occurred around mid-afternoon 
on Saturday, after which Codd 
said, “The raffle just happened. 
We had a large amount of dona-
tions, dominantly from JetPack 
Comics, to do this.”
According to the organiza-
tion’s president-in-training, Ben 
Schalek, “Every semester you 
get free raffle tickets for show-
ing up to events, just for being a 
member.”
Although there were games 
available provided by the club, 
event-goers were encouraged to 
bring their own games as well. 
Codd said, “About 90 percent 
of the games being played were 
brought by students and commu-
nity members.” 
The club is all about spread-
ing the love for board games, an 
effort that community businesses 
contribute to. Miseirvitch said, 
“JetPack Comics donated over a 
thousand dollars in stuff to give 
away.”
Next year, the plan is to 
expand the event even more. 
“We’re going into e-sports and 
online games, like League of 
Legends. That’s the next goal,” 
Schalek said.
The participants came from 
far and wide to enjoy the event, 
with some even traveling from 
Massachusetts and Maine. 
Diana de Alvaré of Dover, 
spent the event with her friends 
playing Shadowrun: Crossfire. 
“This game is more like a ro-
leplaying game meets a board 
game because when you win a 
game you get experience points. 
It changes the game each time 
you play it because you can 
make the objectives harder each 
time you play it,” she said.
Freshman Michael Fitzger-
ald said of the event, “It’s really 
fun. There’s so much variety, 
you can play a shorter game or 
a longer game…. I’ve played 
some [games] with other people 
I didn’t know.”
De Alvaré also enjoyed the 
event overall saying, “It’s a great 
event, we’ve come to them ever 
since they started. This set up 
where everyone can bring and 
share games is one of our favor-
ites.”
Annual gaming event takes over Strafford Room
Courtesy /tim westfall
Pictured above event attendees enjoying the interactive gaming 
experience. (Top from left) Paul Rasmussen and his daughter Jay 
Rasmussen playing the game Shadowrun: Crossfire with fellow 
friends, Diana de Alvare and Andrew de Alvare.
MANCHESTER — New 
Hampshire health officials say 
patients and staff at two Man-
chester clinics may have been 
exposed to scabies.
Health officials in Man-
chester issued the scabies alert 
on Friday.
WMUR-TV reports that 
a patient was diagnosed and 
treated for scabies March 2 
at the Dartmouth-Hitchcock 
clinic in Manchester. The same 
patient reportedly was treated 
at Catholic Medical Center in 
Manchester in February.
Scabies is not a public 
health threat, but has uncom-
fortable symptoms that in-
clude severe itchiness and a 
rash.
The Manchester Health 
Department is preparing pre-
ventive treatment clinics from 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. on March 9, 
10 and 11 for anyone who 
may have been exposed. The 
clinics will be held at Dart-
mouth-Hitchcock and CMC in 
Manchester.




Sporting tickets and memo-
rabilia, overnight trips, and cook-
ies were a few of the things that 
you could bid on at Kappa Delta’s 
annual silent auction and dinner.
The sisters of Kappa Delta 
held their fifth annual silent auc-
tion in support of Prevent Child 
Abuse America and the New 
Hampshire Children’s Trust on 
Saturday at the Regatta Banquet 
& Conference Center in Eliot, 
Maine.
“We have everything ranging 
from a trip to Costa Rica to a vac-
uum cleaner,” said Erica Spino, a 
sister of Kappa Delta.
Spino said that each year the 
silent auction is a learning process 
as they try to figure out ways to 
enhance it for the next year. Last 
year, Spino and the sisters of Kap-
pa Delta raised $25,000, which 
is a very large increase from 
their first year, which brought in 
$6,500.
Along with the silent auction, 
there were many other events that 
went on during the evening. The 
University of New Hampshire’s 
own all-male acapella group Not 
Too Sharp put on a performance, 
and there were also raffles hap-
pening throughout the night.
The raffles consisted of a 
wide range of items such as movie 
tickets and a life jacket.
“Chapter members also of-
fer their services such as tutor-
ing, swimming lessons, skeet 
shooting or babysitting,” Spino 
said. “There is something for ev-
eryone.”
Along with the auction, per-
formance and various raffles, 
guests were also treated to a gour-
met buffet style dinner.
“[They served] mixed salad, 
stuffed sole veronique, chicken 
picatta, sliced hanger steak au 
poivre, zucchini and summer 
squash Italian style, and potato 
au gratin,” Spino said as she de-
scribed the unique food that was 
served at the event.
All proceeds from the auc-
tions went to support Prevent 
Child Abuse America and the 
New Hampshire Children’s Trust. 
Both of these organizations help 
by trying to create stable environ-
ments for children to grow up in 
where the risk of child abuse is 
very low.
Prevent Child Abuse Amer-
ica does a broader take on the 
entire United States, where as the 
New Hampshire Children’s Trust 
focuses their efforts locally help-
ing families within the state.
While all of the events had 
been taking place, a speaker from 
the New Hampshire Children’s 
Trust delivered a speech about 
the organization and a little more 
information about what they do 
and where the money is going. 
A speaker from Kappa Delta Na-
tional Headquarters also gave a 
speech about the event. 
Spino said that each year the 
event gets more and more suc-
cessful as the members of Kappa 
Delta learn new and different 
ways to approach the auction. Re-
gardless, however, the event has 
continued to support the preven-
tion of child abuse in America by 
raising funds for the cause.
Kappa Delta holds 5th annual 
charity silent auction and dinner
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By Zerina Bajramovic
STAFF WRITER
Original Vietnamese Dong 
Ho paintings were displayed by 
Diep Tran, an international student 
at UNH, on Friday evening in the 
MUB Entertainment Center. Tran 
spoke about their creation and the 
cultural significance of the paint-
ings.
Dong Ho Paintings, often de-
scribed as the art of Vietnamese 
people, are traditionally used as 
decorations for the celebration of 
the Lunar New Year and are made 
using “unusual” and natural mate-
rials.
These paintings originated 
in the 16th century and are hand-
crafted in the Dong Ho village in 
the Bac Ninh Province in Vietnam. 
Forty people filled the inti-
mate setting on Friday at 3:30 p.m. 
for Tran’s second Cultural talk. 
She spoke as part of the Cultural 
Connections series last year. Tran 
introduced her talk with a map of 
Vietnam, highlighting where she 
is from and the location of Dong 
Ho Village. 
Tran’s talk was divided into 
five short sections about the paint-
ings including materials, process, 
content, categories, and meanings.
“It takes a long time, but it 
pays off,” said Tran in regards to 
the process of creating a single 
painting. 
The paintings are made of all 
natural materials. The “Dzo” pa-
per is made by hand and requires 
multiple steps prior to being ready 
to be painted on. The production 
of the paper alone can take up to 
a month. 
Even the colors that are com-
monly found on the paintings are 
natural. Tran explained that they 
are made of red gravel, burned 
bamboo leaves, flowers, and sea-
shells. 
Artists paint with one color 
a day due to the nature of the 
paint and a specific order of 
colors is followed, starting with 
reds from the red gravel. 
According to Tran, today 
there are only two individuals 
that are considered true artisans 
in the craft. These two artisans 
are Nguyen Dang Che and Huu 
Sam. 
Nguyen Dang Che’s paint-
ings were the ones displayed. 
Tran played a short video 
for the audience with English 
subtitles showcasing the process 
of creating both the specific ma-
terials and the works of art as a 
whole.
“They wanted to not only 
paint a picture, but deliver a 
comment on society,” said Tran 
about the artists. “It’s really not 
just about the picture. They con-
tain many values as well,” she 
added.
Members of the audience 
asked questions in regards to 
the popularity of the paintings, 
where they can be purchased, 
and the selling price.
According to Tran, the 20 
Dong Ho paintings that she 
brought to display for the talk 
only cost about 20 dollars.
The presentation lasted half 
an hour with members of the 
audience sticking around to ask 
questions and observe the paint-
ings.
Tran’s talk, as well as all 
Cultural Connection events are 
co-sponsored by the Office of In-
ternational Students and Schol-
ars and the MUB.
Dong Ho paintings, soul of Vietnamese folk culture displayed in MUB at UNH
Zerina Bajramovic/STaFF
The Dong Ho paintings pictured above are traditional Vietnamese art. The original paintings were 
displayed by international student Diep Tran on Friday night in the MUB Entertainment Center.
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CONCORD — Doctors 
could keep better tabs on their 
patients between visits with a 
simple wave of a magic wand-
like device being developed at 
Dartmouth College.
The prototype, dubbed 
“Wanda,” is part of a multi-uni-
versity project to develop ways 
to protect patient confidentiality 
as health care increasingly moves 
out of hospitals and doctors’ of-
fices and into the home. But be-
yond safety, simplicity also is a 
key goal, said doctoral student 
Tim Pierson, Wanda’s creator.
“Quite frequently in the 
computer security business, we 
invent things that are super-se-
cure but hard to use, and people 
don’t understand them,” he said. 
“We set out to make something 
that my parents and in-laws could 
use.”
Here’s how Wanda could 
work: A doctor sends a patient 
home with a Wi-Fi-enabled blood 
pressure cuff. Instead of having 
to type in a passcode to connect 
the monitor to a home Wi-Fi net-
work, the patient just points the 
wand at the device.
Once that connection is 
made, blood pressure readings 
can be transmitted back to the 
doctor’s office.
“In a hospital you tend to 
have trained people who can 
configure medical devices, and 
set them up and monitor them 
to make sure they’re working,” 
Pierson said. “If we’re going to 
move into a world where sensors 
are outside of the hospital, we 
started wondering what are the 
challenges to configuring these 
devices in the home where there 
is no IT team, or in a small clinic 
with a couple of doctors and nurs-
es?”
The prototype consists of a 
ruler with two antennas attached 
to it. It can acquire a network 
name and password by being 
plugged into a Wi-Fi router, and 
is then detached and pointed at 
the medical device to connect it 
to the network. The password 
information is converted into 
binary code—ones and zeroes—
with one antenna transmitting in-
formation packets containing the 
“ones” and while the other sends 
the “zeroes.”
Because the medical device 
is close to the wand, it can tell 
which packet came from which 
antenna based on the signal 
strength and can reconstruct the 
information. But a hacker farther 
away couldn’t tell the difference.
“One of the good things 
about this system is that the user 
doesn’t even have to know that 
information. The wand can get 
it from your Wi-Fi router and 
impart it on the device,” he said. 
“We talked to a lot of people who 
have Wi-Fi in their homes and 
have no idea what their password 
is.”
Researchers elsewhere have 
tried similar approaches using 
sound to transmit a secret key 
that allows devices to be paired, 
or accelerometers that pair de-
vices if they are shaken, said 
Pierson. One drawback of those 
approaches is that they require 
some kind of extra sensor or 
equipment to be included in the 
medical device.
Pierson’s project is part 
a $10-million, five-year grant 
from the National Science Foun-
dation to Dartmouth, Johns Hop-
kins University, the University 
of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, 
the University of Michigan and 
Vanderbilt University.
Dartmouth’s ‘magic wand’ prototype 
pairs medical devices to Wi-Fi
     Quite frequently 
in the computer se-
curity business, we 
invent things that 
are super-secure 
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Pastors urged grieving family and 
friends to lean on their faith at 
Saturday’s funeral for a 58-year-
old black man who authorities say 
was fatally shot by a white Mont-
gomery police officer.
Officer Aaron Smith shot 
Gregory Gunn in the early hours 
of Feb. 25, steps from the man’s 
home, according to police. The 
death roiled the community, 
which has a history of police vio-
lence dating back decades.
Family and local leaders 
initially questioned whether the 
city could conduct an impartial 
investigation.  Investigators sub-
sequently arrested Smith less than 
a week later and charged him with 
murder. Gunn family attorney Ty-
rone Means called Smith’s arrest 
“progress,” though the family has 
unanswered questions.
More than 200 mourners 
paid homage to Gunn at True Di-
vine Baptist Church in Montgom-
ery. The Rev. Herman Calhoun 
called on the congregation to pray 
Gunn’s family and also for city 
officials.
“Greg’s life is not in vain, 
for look at all of us who he has 
touched,” Calhoun said. “Greg’s 
life was a life that has been used 
by God.”
Montgomery Mayor Todd 
Strange and County Commission 
Elton Dean, who met privately on 
Friday with Gunn’s mother Nellie 
Ruth Gunn, attended the service.
High school classmates, 
friends and family members on 
Saturday described Gunn as a joy-
ful man who was a mentor to his 
nieces and nephews.
Gunn’s niece says he would 
give her spending money every 
time she brought home an ‘A’ on 
her report card. She recalled she 
started doing so well that Gunn 
rescinded his original offer, but 
would take her for rides in a 
prized sports car instead.
“It felt good for him to be 
proud of me,” she said. “He al-
ways made you feel joyful.”
Leon Wilson, provost at Ala-
bama State University, asked the 
crowd of about 200 mourners to 
lean on their faith.
“In moments like this it may 
seem we are pawns in the hands 
of fate, tossed about in uncer-
tainty,” Wilson said. “But I read 
a book called the Bible that says 
otherwise.”
Gunn attended the university, 
where he studied accounting and 
pledged the Kappa Alpha Psi fra-
ternity. His fraternity brothers and 
nephews served as pallbearers at 
the service.
Hours earlier, nearly three 
dozen people marched through 
the Mobile Heights neighbor-
hood near the Gunn family home, 
near where he died. Yellow lawns 
signs reading “Justice for Greg 
Gunn” lined the street.
Activist Jamel Brown says 
organizers didn’t want to talk spe-
cifically about the case. Brown, 
25, who knows the Gunn family, 
told the crowd that Smith’s arrest 
was “progress” but the commu-
nity should still push for justice.
“When you put on a badge 
and you put on a gun, you are 
sworn to protect and serve your 
community,” Brown said, adding 
it doesn’t give “any legal right to 
harass the black community.”
In the early hours of Feb. 25, 
authorities said, Smith thought 
Gunn looked “suspicious.” 
Gunn’s family said he was walk-
ing home from a friend’s house 
when he was shot.
Smith’s attorney said his ar-
rest is a “political witch hunt” 
meant to appease the community 
amid a national debate over police 
violence in minority communi-
ties.
“It simply boils down to a 
political calculation to placate 
activists, to prevent another Fer-
guson,” defense attorney Mick-
ey McDermott said Thursday. 
“That’s just the world we’re liv-
ing in now.”
An independent autopsy 
commissioned by the Gunn fam-
ily revealed the man was shot five 
times, forensic pathologist Dr. 
James Lauridson said. The state’s 
official autopsy has not been re-
leased, pending the ongoing in-
vestigation.
The quick move to charge a 
white officer with murder in the 
shooting of a black man stood in 
contrast to Montgomery’s rocky 
history of police violence.
A cover-up after a deadly 
police shooting of a black man in 
1975 led to the resignation of the 
mayor, police chief and multiple 
officers. The city has erected two 
monuments in memory of the vic-
tim, Bernard Whitehurst.
Police shooting: Funeral for Alabama man draws 200 mourners
     It simply boils 
down to a politi-
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— Federal prosecutors say 
a Maine man has been sen-
tenced to more than four years 
in prison after being convict-
ed of transporting a woman to 
New Hampshire to sell her as 
a prostitute.
Maine U.S. Attorney 
Thomas Delahanty says 
49-year-old Leo Grondin of 
Biddeford was sentenced in 
federal court Friday to 51 
months in prison.
Grondin pleaded guilty 
in September to transport-
ing an individual in interstate 
commerce with the intent that 
she engage in prostitution.
Prosecutors say Grondin 
coerced the woman to travel 
from southern Maine to mo-
tel in Dover, New Hampshire, 
on July 15, 2015, where she 
performed sexual services on 
clients for money.
Law enforcement offi-
cials say they tracked Gron-
din through an online ad for 
escort services.
Man convicted, transporting and selling 
female as prostitute across state lines
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WILLOW, Alaska — The re-
laxed atmosphere surrounding the 
world’s most famous sled dog race 
is about to become a memory.
Mushers were making their 
way to Willow, Alaska, on Sun-
day, for the competitive start of 
the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race.
In Willow, mushers make the 
fi nal preparations for the nearly 
1,000-mile (1,600-kilometer) race 
to Nome. This includes saying 
goodbye to friends and families 
and making the fi nal checks of 
their sleds.
The winner is expected in 
Nome, along the Bering Sea 
coast, in about nine days.
On Saturday, thousands of 
people lined the streets for the 
shortened, fan-friendly ceremo-
nial start in Anchorage.
The event is designed for 
fans, allowing them to interact 
with the mushers, take photos 
and pet some sled dogs.
The “ceremonial start is hon-
estly the most fun day because 
you really get to show everyone, 
I mean, all of Anchorage and 
then plus everyone whose come 
here, your sport. And you get to 
show it with passion, which is 
so cool,” said Aliy Zirkle, a fan 
favorite who has four top-fi ve 
fi nishes in the last four Iditarods.
“So running down Forth Av-
enue, 12 dogs, someone in your 
sled, it’s fun and it should be 
fun,” she said.
The event went forward de-
spite a lack of snow in Anchor-
age this winter. Snow even had to 
be shipped this week to Anchor-
age from Fairbanks for the event. 
After all that, it snowed about an 
inch Friday.
The ceremonial start usu-
ally covers an 11-mile (17.7-ki-
lometer) route, going along city 
streets and trails from downtown 
Anchorage to the east side of the 
city.
But the lack of snow forced 
organizers to shorten the race to a 
3-mile (4.83-kilometer) route.
Race organizers said trail 
conditions will largely improve 
for mushers after the offi cial start 
in Willow.
The mood changes Sunday 
from the party atmosphere of the 
ceremonial start, where beer tents 
popped up on downtown streets 
and reindeer dog vendors were 
selling to the crowds, Zirkle said.
“It’s a little more serious, 
kind of pull up your britches and 
get ready to race,” Zirkle said.
There are 85 mushers signed 
up this year for the race, which 
crosses long stretches of unfor-
giving terrain, including two 
mountain ranges and the wind-
lashed Bering Sea coast.
There are seven former 
champions in the fi eld, including 
Dallas Seavey. He has won three 
out of the last four races, and his 
only loss in that span was to his 
father, Mitch Seavey, in 2013.
Brent Sass, who fi nished 
second in this year’s 1,000-mile 
(1,600-kilometer) Yukon Quest 
International Sled Dog Race be-
tween Alaska and Canada, said 
it’s an incredibly talented fi eld of 
mushers in the Iditarod and any 
one of them could be the favorite 
to win.
“I’m not even going to begin 
to mention them because there’s 
at least 20 teams that could win 
this race this year,” he said, in-
cluding one of the eight mushers 
in the race from Norway.
Two-time champ Robert 
Sorlie, 58, is a fi refi ghter in Oslo, 
Norway. In 2003, he became only 
the second man born outside the 
United States to win the race, a 
feat he repeated in 2005. He says 
this is likely his last Iditarod, cit-
ing age and costs associated with 
the race.








  LOS ANGELES — Nancy 
Reagan, the helpmate, backstage 
adviser and fi erce protector of 
Ronald Reagan in his journey 
from actor to president — and 
fi nally during his 10-year battle 
with Alzheimer’s disease — has 
died. She was 94.
The former fi rst lady died 
Sunday at her home in the Bel-
Air section of Los Angeles of 
congestive heart failure, assis-
tant Allison Borio told The As-
sociated Press.
Her best-known project as 
fi rst lady was the “Just Say No” 
campaign to help kids and teens 
stay off drugs.
When she swept into the 
White House in 1981, the former 
Hollywood actress partial to de-
signer gowns and pricey china 
was widely dismissed as a pre-
feminist throwback, concerned 
only with fashion, decorating 
and entertaining. By the time she 
moved out eight years later, Mrs. 
Reagan was fending off accusa-
tions that she was a behind-the-
scenes “dragon lady” wielding 
unchecked power over the Rea-
gan administration — and doing 
it based on astrology to boot.
All along she maintained 
that her only mission was to back 
her “Ronnie” and strengthen his 
presidency.
Mrs. Reagan carried that 
charge through the rest of her 
days. She served as a full-time 
caretaker as Alzheimer’s melted 
away her husband’s memory. 
After his death in June 2004 
she dedicated herself to tend-
ing his legacy, especially at his 
presidential library in California, 
where he had served as governor.
She also championed Al-
zheimer’s patients, raising mil-
lions of dollars for research and 
breaking with fellow conserva-
tive Republicans to advocate for 
stem cell studies. Her dignity and 
perseverance in these post-White 
House roles helped smooth over 
the public’s fi ckle perceptions of 
the former fi rst lady.
The Reagans’ mutual devo-
tion over 52 years of marriage 
was legendary. They were for-
ever holding hands. She watched 
his political speeches with a look 
of such steady adoration it was 
dubbed “the gaze.” He called her 
“Mommy,” and penned a life-
time of gushing love notes. She 
saved these letters, published 
them as a book, and found them 
a comfort when he could no lon-
ger remember her.
After Reagan was shot by 
John Hinckley just three months 
into his presidency, he was said 
to have famously wisecracked to 
her, “Honey, I forgot to duck.”
In announcing his Alzheim-
er’s diagnosis in 1994, Reagan 
wrote, “I only wish there was 
some way I could spare Nancy 
from this painful experience.” 
Ten years later, as his body lay 
in state in the U.S. Capitol, Mrs. 
Reagan caressed and gently 
kissed the fl ag-draped casket.
In a statement Sunday, U.S. 
President Barack Obama and 
fi rst lady Michelle Obama spoke 
of the Reagan’s journey with Al-
zheimer’s disease.
“Later, in her long goodbye 
with President Reagan, she be-
came a voice on behalf of mil-
lions of families going through 
the depleting, aching reality of 
Alzheimer’s, and took on a new 
role, as advocate, on behalf of 
treatments that hold the potential 
and the promise to improve and 
save lives,” the Obama’s said.
As the newly arrived fi rst 
lady, Mrs. Reagan raised more 
than $800,000 from private do-
nors to redo the White House 
family quarters and to buy a 
$200,000 set of china bordered 
in red, her signature color. She 
was criticized for fi nancing these 
pet projects with donations from 
millionaires who might seek in-
fl uence with the government, 
and for accepting gifts and loans 
of dresses worth thousands of 
dollars from top designers. Her 
lavish lifestyle — in the midst 
of a recession and with her hus-
band’s administration cutting 
spending on the needy — in-
spired the mocking moniker 
“Queen Nancy.”
But her admirers cred-
ited Mrs. Reagan with restoring 
grace and elegance to the White 
House after the austerity of the 
Carter years.
Her substantial infl uence 
within the White House came 
to light slowly in her husband’s 
second term.
Although a feud between 
the fi rst lady and chief of staff 
Donald Regan had spilled into 
the open, the president dismissed 
reports that it was his wife who 
got Regan fi red. “The idea that 
she is involved in governmental 
decisions and so forth and all of 
this, and being a kind of dragon 
lady — there is nothing to that,” 
a visibly angry Reagan assured 
reporters.
But Mrs. Reagan herself and 
other insiders later confi rmed her 
role in rounding up support for 
Regan’s ouster and persuading 
the president that it had to be 
done, because of the Iran-Contra 
scandal that broke under Regan’s 
watch.
She delved into policy is-
sues, too. She urged Reagan to 
fi nally break his long silence on 
the AIDS crisis. She nudged him 
to publicly accept responsibility 
for the arms-for-hostages scan-
dal. And she worked to buttress 
those advisers urging him to 
thaw U.S. relations with the So-
viet Union, over the objections 
of the administration’s “evil em-
pire” hawks.
Near the end of Reagan’s 
presidency, ex-chief of staff 
Regan took his revenge with a 
memoir revealing that the fi rst 
lady routinely consulted a San 
Francisco astrologer to guide 
the president’s schedule. Mrs. 
Reagan, who had a longtime in-
terest in horoscopes, maintained 
that she used the astrologer’s 
forecasts only in hopes of pre-
dicting the safest times for her 
husband to venture out of the 
White House after the assassina-
tion attempt.
Anne Frances Robbins, 
nicknamed Nancy, was born on 
July 6, 1921, in New York City. 
Her parents separated soon after 
she was born and her mother, 
fi lm and stage actress Edith 
Luckett, went on the road. Nan-
cy was reared by an aunt until 
1929, when her mother married 
Dr. Loyal Davis, a wealthy Chi-
cago neurosurgeon who gave 
Nancy his name and a socialite’s 
home. She majored in drama at 
Smith College and found stage 
work with the help of her moth-
er’s connections.
In 1949, MGM signed 
5-foot-4, doe-eyed brunette Nan-
cy Davis to a movie contract. 
She was cast mostly as a loyal 
housewife and mother. She had 
a key role in “The Next Voice 
You Hear ...,” an unusual drama 
about a family that hears God’s 
voice on the radio. In “Dono-
van’s Brain,” she played the 
wife of a scientist possessed by 
disembodied gray matter.
She met Ronald Reagan in 
1950, when he was president of 
the Screen Actors Guild and she 
was seeking help with a problem: 
Her name had been wrongly in-
cluded on a published list of sus-
pected communist sympathizers. 
They discussed it over dinner, 
and she later wrote that she real-
ized on that fi rst blind date “he 
was everything that I wanted.”
They wed two years later, 
on March 4, 1952. Daughter 
Patti was born in October of 
that year and son Ron followed 
in 1958. Reagan already had a 
daughter, Maureen, and an ad-
opted son, Michael, from his 
marriage to actress Jane Wyman. 
(Later, public spats and breaches 
with her grown children would 
become a frequent source of em-
barrassment for Mrs. Reagan.)
She was thrust into the politi-
cal life when her husband ran for 
California governor in 1966 and 
won. She found it a surprisingly 
rough business.
“The movies were custard 
compared to politics,” Mrs. Rea-
gan said.
California’s Democratic Gov. 
Jerry Brown released a statement 
on behalf of all Californians.
“Nancy Reagan lived a 
remarkable life and will be re-
membered for her strength and 
grace,” Brown said.
Former  rst lady Nancy Reagan dies at 94 in California
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SAN FRANCISCO — 
Steady rain fell in Northern Cali-
fornia and fresh snow blanketed 
the Sierra Nevada as the first of 
several powerful storms expected 
to slam Western states this week-
end made its way inland Saturday, 
ending a dry spell and raising 
hopes the drought-stricken state 
can get much needed precipita-
tion.
Droves of snowboarders, 
skiers and sledders packed Sierra 
slopes while tourists braved wet 
weather and visited San Francisco 
landmarks before an even more 
blustery storm arrived later in the 
day.
“It doesn’t matter if it rains, 
we want to see as much as pos-
sible because we only have four 
days,” said Olle Klefbom, a tour-
ist from Sweden wearing rain 
jackets and holding umbrellas 
with his family, who waited for a 
cable car on Saturday afternoon. 
“We want to go to Alcatraz this 
afternoon. But if it rains too hard, 
we’ll go shopping instead.”
Dozens of arriving flights 
into San Francisco International 
Airport were delayed by more 
than two hours, and dozens more 
short flights were cancelled, offi-
cials said.
California is not the only 
place expecting severe weather. 
Conditions are especially ripe for 
tornadoes in the Southeast and 
Great Plains. Specifically, Loui-
siana, Texas, Oklahoma, Arkan-
sas, Missouri, Kentucky, southern 
Illinois, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Georgia, Florida, North and South 
Carolina and parts of Virginia.
Back in the Sierras, the Sug-
ar Bowl ski resort near Donner 
Summit reported 7 inches of new 
snow at the summit overnight and 
slopes full of people Saturday.
“When it snows people are 
anxious to get up here and get to 
those fresh tracks,” said Lloyd 
Garden, Sugar Bowl’s marketing 
coordinator. “Die-hards love to 
ski when it’s snowing. It’s very 
peaceful, it’s quiet and the turns 
are fresh and great.”
Along the coast at the Mon-
terey Bay Aquarium, a wild sea 
otter sought shelter from stormy 
seas in the aquarium’s Great Tide 
Pool so she could give birth, and 
she had her pup in full view of a 
crowd of visitors and staffers.
“There it is!” someone shout-
ed and a round of applause fol-
lowed as the single pup came into 
the world on a large outcropping 
of rock amid a smattering of rain.
Forecasters warn the rain 
and snow will be accompanied 
by blustery winds, possibly up to 
60 mph. The strong winds could 
bring down trees and power lines 
leading to scattered power outag-
es, the National Weather Service 
said.
A seven-day total could ap-
proach 20 inches of rain in North-
ern California and up to three 
inches in the southern end of the 
state, where rain is expected to ar-
rive Sunday.
Bob Benjamin, a forecaster 
with the National Weather Ser-
vice, said the agency has issued a 
wind advisory beginning at noon 
on Saturday with winds expected 
to be around 15 to 20 mph and 
gusts up to 50 mph.
Farther north, a 48-hour win-
ter storm warning went into effect 
in the state’s far northwestern and 
central areas as well as the Sierra 
Nevada, where snow totals could 
range from 2 feet to 4 feet at el-
evations above 8,000 feet. Sierra 
snow levels will lower to near 
4,000 feet by Sunday, forecasters 
said.
The Sierra snowpack, which 
normally stores about 30 percent 
of California’s water supply, was 
only 83 percent of the March 1 
average when it was measured 
earlier this week. That’s much 
better than a year earlier, but af-
ter years of drought nearly all the 
state’s major reservoirs hold far 
less water than average by this 
time of year, the Department of 
Water Resources said.
Starting on Monday and con-
tinuing into the rest of next week, 
ample moisture will be pulled in 
from the Gulf of Mexico ahead of 
a slow moving cold front, leading 
to days of rain for a large swath 
of the central and southern U.S., 
stretching from the central Gulf 
Coast up through to the Ohio Val-
ley.
Heavy rainfall and flooding 
are possible throughout Okla-
homa as a storm system makes 
its way through the state, with the 
strongest storms capable of pro-
ducing large hail and damaging 
wind gusts, forecasters said.
The greatest threat for heavi-
est accumulations of rain are 
northeast Texas into Arkansas 
and Louisiana and other parts of 
the lower or middle Mississippi 
River Valley, where five-day rain 
rainfall totals could exceed or 7 or 
8 inches.
Blustery storm brings rain, snow to dry California
StAff REpORt
AssociAted Press
NEW YORK — When Elliot 
Morales was arrested for shooting 
a gay man in the head after taunt-
ing him on a street in Manhattan’s 
Greenwich Village, he seemed 
like the archetype of an unrepen-
tant bigot. Police recorded him 
laughing wildly as he described 
the killing.
“Diagnosis dead, doctor,” he 
quipped.
A more complicated portrait 
has emerged in a bizarre trial that 
concluded Thursday. Morales, 
who represented himself, admits 
pulling the trigger but says he 
acted in self-defense and can’t be 
guilty of a hate crime because he 
is bisexual. His star witness was a 
transgender woman who said she 
was his ex-lover.
Jurors will begin delibera-
tions Tuesday in the case against 
Morales, 36, who is charged with 
murder as a hate crime and weap-
ons possession in the shooting 
death of Mark Carson on May 18, 
2013.
The shooting happened a few 
blocks from the Stonewall Inn, the 
site of 1969 riots that helped give 
rise to the gay rights movement.
Carson, 32, and his room-
mate, Danny Robinson, were 
passing in front of a pizza parlor 
shortly after midnight when Mo-
rales, witnesses said, called out 
to the two men, uttering a slur 
and saying they looked like “gay 
wrestlers.”
The two men confronted 
Morales, and he walked around 
a corner as they followed, wit-
nesses testified. Morales pulled a 
revolver, shot Carson in the face at 
close range and then ran. He was 
arrested moments later.
The killing made headlines 
and spurred a rally, partly because 
it came amid a spate of anti-gay 
hate crimes during spring 2013.
Morales, who spent 11 years 
in prison for armed robbery, re-
jected four court-appointed attor-
neys before deciding to represent 
himself at his trial.
That gave rise to the spec-
tacle of Morales, the killer, cross-
examining Robinson—the griev-
ing survivor.
During the courtroom con-
frontation, Morales blamed the 
two gay men for the conflict that 
led to the shooting. He suggested 
they should have ignored the 
taunts and walked away. Instead, 
the two men followed him around 
a corner.
“You could’ve avoided all of 
this from escalating to the level it 
did, had you and Mr. Carson just 
went along with your own busi-
ness,” Morales said to Robinson 
in court.
Robinson bowed his head 
and replied: “That is so offensive.”
Later in the trial, Morales 
called to the stand a transgender 
woman given the pseudonym 
“Jane Smith,” who was shielded 
from the jury. Smith testified that 
she had a sexual relationship with 
Morales for years and that he nev-
er displayed ill will toward gays.
Taking the stand in his own 
defense, Morales said he had 
been drinking heavily before the 
shooting. He acknowledged ar-
guing with Carson and Robinson 
but denied using gay slurs. He 
said he pulled his gun because he 
was afraid.
“I thought he was going to 
take something out and shoot 
me with it,” Morales testified. 
“I thought one or maybe both 
of them had a firearm. So I kind 
of raised the firearm and turned 
away and shot it at the same 
time.”
Carson was unarmed.
Delivering his final state-
ment to the jury Thursday, Mo-
rales wept, pausing to sip water 
and collect himself.
Assistant District Attorney 
Shannon Lucey argued in her 
summation that Morales had is-
sues with his own sexuality and 
was jealous that Carson and Rob-
inson were openly gay. Morales 
“has a lot of self-loathing issues,” 
she said. “They’re inside him and 
they came out when he saw Mark 
Carson and Danny Robinson be 
who they are in public.”
New York’s hate crime law 
doesn’t say attackers need to be 
of a different ethnicity or sexual-
ity than their victim.
Morales faces 30 years to 
life in prison if convicted.
NYC jury to weigh whether shooting of gay man was hate crime





WEST PALM BEACH, 
Florida ‚Äî Republican presiden-
tial front-runner Donald Trump 
says that, as president, he would 
push to change laws that prohibit 
waterboarding and other harsh 
interrogation techniques, arguing 
that banning them puts the U.S. 
at a strategic disadvantage against 
Islamic State militants.
During the past week, in a 
series of interviews and events, 
Trump has articulated a loose, but 
expansive set of principles that, if 
enacted, would mark a fundamen-
tal shift in the way the U.S. fights 
violent extremism put in place 
by the Obama administration. In 
addition to arguing in favor of 
reinstating waterboarding, a tech-
nique that mimics the sensation 
of drowning, and “much more 
than that,” Trump has advocated 
the killing of militants’ wives and 
children, which appears in viola-
tion of international law.
“We have to play the game 
the way they’re playing the 
game,” Trump said in an inter-
view on CBS’s “Face the Nation” 
Sunday, one day after he told an 
audience in Florida that he would 
fight to expand and broaden the 
laws that regulate interrogation.
“I would like to strengthen 
the laws,” he added Sunday, “so 
that we can better compete.”
Trump’s comments come as 
the U.S. continues its fight against 
IS militants across the Middle 
East. Trump has repeatedly point-
ed to the tactics used by the group, 
including public beheadings and 
drownings in locked cages, as 
evidence that the U.S. needs to 
dramatically escalate the tactics 
it uses.
During a press conference 
Saturday in West Palm Beach, 
Florida to mark his election 
wins, Trump refused, however, 
to articulate specifically which 
techniques he would like to see 
added, despite repeated questions. 
Instead, he said: “It’s very hard 
to be successful in beating some-
one when your rules are very soft 
and their rules are unlimited, they 
have unlimited, they can do what-
ever they want to do.”
Pressed Sunday on why he 
believed waterboarding had been 
banned, Trump said the U.S. was 
being “weak” by not employing 
the militants’ tactics.
“Because I think we’re a 
weak—I think we’ve become 
very weak and ineffective. I think 
that’s why we’re not beating ISIS. 
It’s that mentality,” he said using 
an acronym for the militant group.
“Isn’t that what separates 
us from the savages?” host John 
Dickerson asked.
“No, I don’t think so,” an-
swered Trump. “No, we have to 
beat the savages.”
“We have to play the game 
the way they’re playing the game. 
You’re not going to win if we’re 
soft and they’re—they have no 
rules,” he said.
In 2009, Obama issued an 
executive order saying all U.S. 
government personnel and con-
tractors—not just those in the 
military—are prohibited from 
using any interrogation tech-
niques that aren’t in the Army 
Field Manual. That was reaf-
firmed last June, when Republi-
cans joined all 44 Senate Dem-
ocrats in a 78-21 vote months 
after a Senate intelligence com-
mittee report denounced brutal 
interrogation methods, arguing 
they had proven ineffective.
However, other former CIA 
officials, including former dep-
uty CIA director Mike Morell, 
maintain that waterboarding and 
other harsh methods have yield-
ed vital intelligence.
Trump appeared, at least 
briefly, to soften his stance after 
nearly 100 foreign policy experts 
signed an open letter denouncing 
him, saying his “embrace of the 
expansive use of torture” was 
“inexcusable.”
Former CIA Director Mi-
chael Hayden and others also 
have weighed in, saying military 
officials would refuse to carry 
out any Trump order that vio-
lated the law.
During the last GOP debate, 
Trump insisted that U.S. military 
officials would obey any orders 
he gave them, saying, “They’re 
not going to refuse me. Believe 
me.”
The next day, his campaign 
released a statement clarifying 
that Trump would “use every 
legal power” to stop “terror-
ist enemies.” But it said that he 
recognized the U.S. is bound 
by laws and treaties and that, as 
president, he would not order the 
military or other officials to dis-
obey the law.
Trump says anti-torture laws put the U.S. at disadvantage
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CHARLESTON, S.C. — 
Author Pat Conroy, whose be-
loved works “The Great Santini” 
and “The Prince of Tides” are set 
against the vistas of the South 
Carolina coast that was his home, 
was lauded Saturday as a great 
chronicler of the human condition 
and a humble and loving soul.
Conroy, 70, died Friday at his 
home in Beaufort, about an hour 
south of Charleston, surrounded 
by family and friends at the time, 
according to his publisher.
The heavy-set author died 
less than a month after announc-
ing on Facebook that he was 
battling cancer. He promised to 
“fight it hard” and told his fans “I 
owe you a novel and I intend to 
deliver it.”
A funeral mass will be held 
Tuesday at Saint Peter’s Catholic 
Church in Beaufort with a private 
burial afterward.
Barbra Streisand, who 
starred in and directed the movie 
version of Conroy’s “The Prince 
of Tides” posted a picture of her-
self with Conroy on Instagram on 
Saturday. The 1991 movie star-
ring Streisand and Nick Nolte 
earned seven Oscar nominations, 
including best picture.
“He was generous and kind, 
humble and loving ... such a joy to 
work with. I was so honored that 
he entrusted his beautiful book 
to me,” she said in a statement 
from her publicist. “Pat’s natural 
language was poetry ... he wrote 
sentences that are like an incanta-
tion.”
While Conroy had been ill 
in recent weeks, last October 
the University of South Carolina 
Beaufort held a 3-day literary fes-
tival featuring Conroy and discus-
sions of his work and included a 
screening of “The Great Santini.” 
The event culminated with a 70th 
birthday party in his honor.
“The water is wide and he 
has now passed over,” his wife, 
novelist Cassandra Conroy, said 
in a statement from publisher 
Doubleday.
Nan A. Talese, Conroy’s 
longtime editor and publisher, 
said that the late author “will be 
cherished as one of America’s fa-
vorite and bestselling writers, and 
I will miss him terribly.”
Charleston Mayor John 
Tecklenburg, who had known 
Conroy most of his adult life 
called him “the great chronicler 
of the time and place that I call 
home. He saw it with clarity. He 
wrote of it with purpose.”
Conroy, who sold 20 mil-
lion books worldwide, candidly 
and expansively shared details 
of growing up as a military brat 
and his anguished relationship 
with his abusive father, Marine 
aviator and military hero Donald 
Conroy. He also wrote of his time 
in military school, The Citadel in 
Charleston, and his struggles with 
his health and depression.
“The reason I write is to ex-
plain my life to myself,” Conroy 
said in a 1986 interview. “I’ve 
also discovered that when I do, 
I’m explaining other people’s 
lives to them.”
Much of his youth was spent 
in the shadow of Donald Conroy, 
who “thundered out of the sky in 
black-winged fighter planes, ev-
ery inch of him a god of war,” as 
Pat Conroy would remember. The 
author was the eldest of seven 
children in a family constantly 
moving from base to base, a life 
described in “The Great Santini,” 
the film of which starred Robert 
Duvall as the relentless and vio-
lent patriarch.
The 1976 novel initially en-
raged Conroy’s family, but the 
movie three years later made such 
an impression on his father that 
he claimed credit for boosting 
Duvall’s career. The book also 
helped achieve peace between fa-
ther and son.
“I grew up hating my father,” 
Conroy said after his father died 
in 1998. “It was the great surprise 
of my life, after the book came 
out, what an extraordinary man 
had raised me.” He would reflect 
on his relationship with his father 
in the 2013 memoir “The Death of 
Santini.”
“The Prince of Tides,” pub-
lished in 1986, brought Conroy a 
wide audience, selling more than 
5 million copies with its story of a 
former football player from South 
Carolina with a traumatic past and 
the New York psychiatrist who at-
tempts to help him.
It was not greeted warmly by 
reviewers.
“Inflation is the order of the 
day. The characters do too much, 
feel too much, suffer too much, 
eat too much, signify too much 
and, above all, talk too much,” 
said The Los Angeles Times Book 
Review.
But Conroy ignored the re-
views and focused on the advice 
he once got from novelist James 
Dickey, his professor at the Uni-
versity of South Carolina.
“He told me to write every-
thing I did with all the passion and 
all the power you could muster,” 
Conroy recalled. “Don’t worry 
about how long it takes or how 
long it is when you’re done. You 
know, he was right.”
Conroy’s much-anticipated 
“Beach Music,” published in 
1995, was a best-seller that took 
nine years to complete. During 
that time he had been working on 
“The Prince of Tides” screenplay, 
but he also endured a divorce, 
depression, back surgery and the 
suicide of his youngest brother.
Conroy attended The Citadel 
at his father’s insistence, avoided 
the draft and went into teaching. 
In 2013, he wrote on his blog 
that had begun his life as “a draft 
dodger and anti-war activist” 
while his classmates “walked off 
that stage and stepped directly 
into the Vietnam War.”
For years, he was alienated 
from The Citadel, which he re-
named the Carolina Military 
Institute in his 1980 novel “The 
Lords of Discipline.” A harsh tale 
of the integration of a Southern 
military school, the book was 
adapted into a film in 1983, but 
was made elsewhere because 
The Citadel’s governing board 
refused to allow film crews on 
campus.
Later, Conroy reconciled 
with his alma mater. The state 
military college awarded him an 
honorary degree in 2000 and fans 
lined up to get autographed cop-
ies of his books in 2002 when he 
attended homecoming weekend. 
He later published “My Losing 
Season,” about his final year of 
college basketball at The Citadel.
Pat Conroy’s other books in-
cluded “South of Broad,” set in 
Charleston’s historic district, and 
“My Reading Life,” a collection 
of essays that chronicled his life-
long passion for literature.
He was born Donald Pat-
rick Conroy on Oct. 26, 1945. 
The Conroy children attended 
11 schools in 12 years before 
the family eventually settled in 
Beaufort, about an hour from 
Charleston.
Following college gradu-
ation in 1967, he worked as a 
high school teacher in Beaufort. 
While there, he borrowed $1,500 
to have a vanity press publish 
“The Boo,” an affectionate por-
trait of Col. Thomas Courvoisie, 
an assistant commandant at The 
Citadel.
For a year he taught poor 
children on isolated Daufuskie 
Island, not far from the resort of 
Hilton Head. The experience was 
the basis for his 1972 book, “The 
Water Is Wide,” which was made 
into the movie “Conrack.”
Conroy was married three 
times and had two daughters. 
Although he lived around the 
world, he always considered 
South Carolina his home and 
lived in the coastal Lowcountry 
since the late 1990s.
“Make this university, this 
state, yourself and your family 
proud,” Conroy told University 
of South Carolina graduates in 
1997.
“If you have a little luck, 
any luck at all, if you do it right, 
there’s a great possibility you 
can teach the whole world how 
to dance.”




ALEXANDRIA, LA. — 
Hospital officials called it an ac-
cident when a 70-year-old psychi-
atric patient was fatally injured 
in an altercation with a nursing 
assistant at a Department of Vet-
erans Affairs medical center in 
central Louisiana three years ago.
But the case became fodder 
for the VA’s congressional critics 
after local prosecutors charged the 
employee, 54-year-old Fredrick 
Kevin Harris, with manslaughter 
in the death of Air Force veteran 
Charles Lee Johnson.
Johnson died a year before 
a national scandal erupted over 
chronic delays for veterans seek-
ing medical care. The deadly en-
counter has drawn the Alexandria 
VA Health Care System into a 
broader conflict between the VA 
and its Republican opponents, 
who complain the agency has 
fired few workers for poor perfor-
mance.
The House Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs has pressed 
VA officials to explain why they 
haven’t fired Harris, who has re-
mained on its payroll while await-
ing trial.
Committee chairman Jeff 
Miller, a Florida Republican, 
cited the case against Harris dur-
ing a Dec. 9 hearing and said he 
sees “no real acceptance of re-
sponsibility for VA’s continued 
and pervasive failure to seriously 
discipline its employees.”
Harris was placed on paid 
leave after his arrest but returned 
to work in December in a “non-
patient care area,” according to 
the VA. His Monday trial date is 
expected to be postponed.
VA spokesman Randal Nol-
ler declined to explain why Harris 
has been allowed to resume work-
ing. The agency has said federal 
civil service rules make it difficult 
to fire poor-performing employ-
ees and has recommended chang-
es to Congress.
VA officials cleared Har-
ris to return to work and care for 
patients within days of the March 
13, 2013, altercation at the Pin-
eville medical center. Johnson 
died at a nursing home on May 1, 
2013.
The episode could have 
ended there. Instead, a skeptical 
coroner laid the groundwork for a 
criminal investigation that led to 
Harris’ arrest in December 2013.
Grant Parish Coroner Dean 
Nugent arranged for an autopsy 
that found Johnson died from 
blunt force trauma to the head. 
Even before the autopsy, John-
son’s relatives doubted his inju-
ries came from an accidental fall.
“They tried to cover it all 
up,” said brother-in-law Donald 
Burke, 80, of Pollock.
George Higgins III, Harris’ 
attorney, said his client didn’t 
mean to hurt Johnson and re-
ceived annual training on proper 
techniques for restraining pa-
tients.
“There was absolutely no 
intent, in any manner, shape or 
form, to harm this patient,” Hig-
gins said. “The only thing he was 
doing was trying to protect other 
patients and staff members.”
Johnson’s sister, Elizabeth 
Burke, filed a wrongful death 
claim against the VA in 2014, 
seeking $1 million. The VA agreed 
last March to pay $215,000 to re-
solve her claim.
“It hurt me very much. He 
was my little brother,” Burke said.
Johnson’s death certificate 
says his medical conditions in-
cluded schizophrenia and demen-
tia. Donald Burke said Johnson 
frequently sought treatment for 
panic attacks, including one that 
sent him to the hospital before the 
altercation.
“I’ve never known him to get 
into a fight of any kind,” Burke 
said. “He was just a common, or-
dinary old man.”
The Burkes said somebody 
from the VA medical center ini-
tially called to tell them Johnson 
had been injured in a fall and was 
transferred to another hospital in 
Alexandria.
Donald Burke said Johnson 
was drifting in and out of con-
sciousness and couldn’t remem-
ber what had happened. Gregory 
Jones, an attorney for the fam-
ily, said Elizabeth Burke noticed 
bruises and marks on the side and 
back of Johnson’s neck.
“It jumped out at her as not 
consistent with a fall,” Jones said.
Burke said the coroner con-
tacted him hours after Johnson’s 
death. He said Nugent concluded 
that bruises on Johnson’s neck 
couldn’t have come from a fall. 
A coroner’s report isn’t publicly 
available, and Nugent declined to 
be interviewed. The death certifi-
cate lists blunt force trauma to the 
head as the underlying cause of 
death but lists the manner of death 
as “pending investigation.”
The VA’s Office of Inspector 
General opened a criminal inves-
tigation after Johnson died. One 
of its investigators, Thomas Ben-
nett, outlined his findings during a 
court hearing a week after Harris’ 
arrest.
Bennett said witnesses told 
him Harris had “slammed the pa-
tient’s head into the wall” in the 
hospital’s acute mental health 
unit.
“Do you mean physically 
slammed his head or threw him 
where his head was slammed into 
something?” asked Higgins, Har-
ris’ attorney.
Bennett said witnesses gave 
“different variations.”
“Not physically grabbing his 
head and slamming it into a wall, 
but Mr. Harris had the patient en-
tangled by his arms,” Bennett tes-
tified. “During that altercation, he 
slammed the patient’s head with 
force into the wall this way. Not 
grabbing his head, but by grab-
bing his body.”
The VA’s Office of Congres-
sional and Legislative Affairs 
provided Rep. Miller’s commit-
tee with a different account of the 
altercation in December 2015. 
The VA office said Johnson be-
came “combative and agitated,” 
charged at Harris and fell after the 
nursing assistant tried to “redi-
rect” him during the struggle.
In 2008, Harris was arrested 
on an assault charge after he al-
legedly punched a relative in the 
face during an argument at his 
Alexandria home, according to a 
police report. But his arrest didn’t 
lead to a conviction. It’s unclear 
whether Harris’ VA supervisors 
knew about his arrest or could 
have disciplined him for it.
Donald Burke said a prison 
sentence wouldn’t bring his fam-
ily any comfort, but he hopes Har-
ris never cares for another patient.
“We don’t want to see any-
body else injured like this,” he 
added.
Accident or crime? VA worker faces trial in patient’s death
Done reading? 
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SAN DIEGO — The Navy 
is giving another chance to thou-
sands of sailors who otherwise 
would be kicked out for repeat-
edly failing their physical fitness 
tests because they exceeded body 
fat limits.
The service branch loosened 
its body fat restrictions in January 
and is allowing those who failed 
their exams three or more times 
to get one more opportunity to be 
tested this spring under the more 
lenient guidelines. The Navy said 
it has been losing too many talent-
ed sailors. Some were resorting 
to liposuction, diet pills and other 
measures to save their careers.
The Navy allowed about 
2,400 sailors who passed a pre-
liminary test under the new rules 
to stay in, reducing the number 
of failures on their records from 
three to one, said Navy spokes-
man, Lt. Cmdr. Nate Christensen. 
In the past, three failures were 
grounds for being kicked out. The 
sailors will be measured again this 
spring and allowed only two fail-
ures now instead of three.
The changes are the latest by 
the military looking to improve 
its abilities to recruit and retain 
talented people as it builds up its 
cyber-warfare strategy and faces 
competition from a rebounding 
economy.
A 2014 Pentagon study 
found that roughly two-thirds of 
Americans would not qualify to 
enlist in the armed services as a 
result of health problems, obesity 
and the failure to complete a high 
school education.
Navy Secretary Ray Mabus 
said the service is not lowering 
standards but rather adjusting to 
reality: People today, in general, 
are bigger but not necessarily fat. 
The Navy is also considering larg-
er uniforms sizes for the first time 
in two decades.
“It’s far more realistic,” 
Mabus said of the new body fat 
standard. “We were kicking more 
people out of the Navy for failing 
that, than for drugs.”
The number of sailors booted 
from the Navy annually because 
they did not meet physical stan-
dards has more than doubled from 
694 in 2011 to 1,536 in 2014.
The changes come amid de-
bate over whether the physical re-
quirements demanded of service 
members across the board are still 
relevant or should be adjusted ac-
cording to the job so the armed 
forces can maintain the pool of 
talent it needs for today’s high-
tech warfare.
There’s been talk in the Army 
of easing up on strict body fat re-
quirements for its cyber-warriors, 
for example.
All branches are reviewing 
their job standards to modern-
ize their forces and prepare for 
the opening of combat posts to 
women.
From drone operators to cy-
ber-warfare officers, “there are a 
number of officers in jobs where 
it is really obvious why it would 
not make whole lot of difference 
what their weight is, other than to 
the extent that the culture in the 
military disrespects it and there-
fore, they can’t lead,” said former 
Army officer James Joyner, who 
teaches at the Marine Corps Uni-
versity.
He believes the military must 
change.
“It’s absurd the percentage 
of high school teenagers who are 
considered to be too fat to join 
the military,” Joyner said. “May-
be there are two problems: One, 
obesity, and the other that the 
standards are out of date and not 
relevant.”
Some 34,000 sailors, or 
roughly 10 percent of the force, 
have failed the physical require-
ments at least once since 2011, 
mostly because of body fat, Chris-
tensen said.
The Navy’s old policy al-
lowed for 22 percent body fat for 
males ages 17-39, and 33 percent 
body fat for females ages 17-39. 
Sailors age 40 and older were al-
lotted one additional percentage 
point or 23 percent for males and 
34 percent for women over 40.
The new limits fall in line 
with the Department of Defense 
standards and allow sailors to pass 
with a maximum 26 percent of 
body fat for men and 36 percent 
for women.
Service members have long 
complained that the Defense De-
partment’s method of estimating 
body fat punishes bulkier, muscu-
lar builds.
Plastic surgeons in commu-
nities near bases have said up to a 
third of their business comes from 
service members seeking liposuc-
tion to pass the exam.
The traditional, so-called 
“tape test” relies on measure-
ments of the neck and waist to 
calculate one’s body fat percent-
age. Fitness experts have ques-
tioned its accuracy.
The Air Force in 2013 start-
ed allowing airmen who fail the 
tape test but pass physical fit-
ness exams to be measured using 
the Body Mass Index, which is 
a chart based on an individual’s 
weight and height. The Navy 
adopted similar rules, expanded 
gym hours and provides fitness 
help to post-partum sailors.
Petty Officer Lentoyi White, 
26, feared for her career, after fail-
ing twice.
“I am very grateful for a sec-
ond chance with this new policy,” 
said the single mother of a 5-year-
old girl.
White, based in Coronado, 
California, uses a calorie-tracking 
app and does 30 minutes of cardio 
a day.
She has gone from 212 
pounds to 188 and is confident 
she’ll pass this spring.
Sailors face more lenient body fat rules
KAILUA, Hawaii  — A 
spokesman for Marine Corps 
Base Hawaii confirms that a Ma-
rine died early Saturday morning 
after the boat he was in capsized 
in waters near the base.
The 17-foot boat overturned 
with three men onboard near the 
north side of Kaneohe Marine 
Corps Base Hawaii, the Honolulu 
Star-Advertiser reports.
Two of the men were able to 
swim back to shore and notify au-
thorities, the fire department told 
the newspaper.
At 8:25 a.m., the man was 
found unconscious under 30 feet 
of water, the Star-Advertiser re-
ports. He was not breathing and 
did not have a pulse, fire officials 
said.
Chuck Little, a Marine Corps 
spokesman, said that the man “is 
an active-duty Marine stationed at 
Marine Corps Base Hawaii.”
Little said he would not iden-
tify the man until his next of kin 
are notified.





CORAL SPRINGS, Fla. 
— The family and colleagues of 
a former FBI agent who disap-
peared in Iran nine years ago 
while on a CIA mission expressed 
anger and disappointment at a ral-
ly Saturday that he wasn’t part of 
a January prisoner exchange with 
Tehran.
Several hundred people at-
tended the rally for Robert Levin-
son, 67, who disappeared from 
Iran’s Kish Island in March 2007. 
A 2013 Associated Press inves-
tigation revealed that the mar-
ried father of seven was working 
for the CIA on an unauthorized 
intelligence-gathering mission 
to glean information about Iran’s 
nuclear program.
If Levinson remains alive, 
he has been held captive longer 
than any American — longer 
than then-AP journalist Terry An-
derson, who was held more than 
six years in Beirut in the 1980s. 
Unlike Anderson, Levinson’s 
whereabouts and captors remain a 
mystery. U.S. officials believe the 
Iranian government was behind 
his disappearance. It has denied 
that.
The case drew renewed at-
tention in January when Levinson 
was not part of a prisoner swap 
between the U.S. and Iranian 
governments that freed four other 
Americans who had been in Iran’s 
custody. Levinson’s family insists 
he is still alive, even with health 
issues including diabetes, gout 
and high blood pressure. They last 
received video and photos of him 
about five years ago.
Stephanie Levinson Curry, 
his second-oldest child, said her 
autistic 9-year-old son Ryan cried 
for days when the other American 
captives were released, but not his 
grandfather.
The rally’s stage was deco-
rated with nine chained and pad-
locked glass cookie jars filled 
with yellow rocks, each one rep-
resenting a day Levinson has been 
held captive.  The crowd held yel-
low signs showing the social me-
dia hashtag “whataboutbob.”
“Bob Levinson has been de-
prived of being a grandfather, a 
job that he would love so much,” 
Curry said. “We worry all the time 
about what he is thinking while he 
is alone in his cell. Even prison-
ers in jail get to see their families, 
write them letters and call them. 
Bob Levinson has none of that.”
Retired FBI agent Ellen 
Glasser harshly criticized the 
Obama administration for not de-
manding that Iran release Levin-
son or, at least, turn over informa-
tion about his whereabouts. The 
FBI says it still investigates every 
lead and remains committed to 
finding Levinson. A $5 million 
reward for information leading to 
his whereabouts remains in effect.
“The failure to push publicly 
and hard for answers about Bob 
was an outrage,” Glasser said. “A 
rare opportunity was squandered 
when we had the most possible 
leverage to bring him home. De-
spite many requests, no new pres-
sure was put upon Iran to produce 
information on Bob’s status.”
U.S. Rep. Ted Deutch, D-
Florida, told the crowd they 
should send messages to Iranian 
President Mohammad Khatami, 
who is active on Twitter.
“It is unfair that Bob wasn’t 
among the Americans who came 
home, but because of that, our 
fight continues,” he said.
The 2013 AP investigation 
showed that in a breach of the 
most basic CIA rules, a team of 
analysts — with no authority to 
run spy operations — paid Levin-
son to gather intelligence from 
hotspots around the world, in-
cluding the Middle East and Latin 
America.
The official story when 
Levinson disappeared was that he 
was in Iran on private business, 
either to investigate cigarette 
smuggling or to work on a book 
about Russian organized crime. 
Russia has a presence on Kish, a 
tourist island.
In fact, he was meeting a 
source, an American fugitive, 
Dawud Salahuddin. He is wanted 
for killing a former Iranian diplo-
mat in Maryland in 1980. In inter-
views, Salahuddin has admitted 
killing the diplomat.
The CIA paid Levinson’s 
family $2.5 million to pre-empt a 
revealing lawsuit, and the agency 
rewrote its rules restricting how 
analysts can work with outsid-
ers. Three analysts who had been 
working with Levinson lost their 
jobs.
“What I wouldn’t do to re-
wind nine years and beg my dad, 
‘Please don’t go away,’” said a 
weeping Susan Levinson Booth, 
his oldest child, as her siblings 
gathered around her to close the 
rally.
She named her son, who was 
born after his disappearance, after 
him.
Family, friends of ex-FBI agent 
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Sophomore Douglas Marino will appear on the ballot for a position on the Durham Town 
Council Tuesday. He will be one of 
six candidates running for the three 
open spots with three-year terms. 
 As a staff, The New Hampshire 
supports both Marino’s endeavors 
and the principle of having a student 
voice on the Town Council. 
Whether real or perceived, there 
is an air of tension between many 
of the town’s residents and the uni-
versity. Having a student sitting on 
the council would help mitigate this 
apparent tension. 
The New Hampshire lauds Ma-
rino’s courage to run for a position 
at such a young age relative to the 
rest of the Town Council members, 
including those currently holding a 
seat and the others who are running. 
We imagine that the act of running 
itself, participating in forums and ex-
pressing political ideologies to elders 
would be at the very least intimidat-
ing to most students. 
Marino said during his open-
ing remarks at a forum held for the 
candidates last Tuesday, March 1, 
that he has noticed “a fundamental 
disconnect between the student body 
and the rest of Durham.” He added 
that he hopes to “bridge the gap” by 
adding a student voice to the Town 
Council. 
Marino stressed such impor-
tance in Tyler Kennedy’s article on 
the front page. Marino stated, “I 
think that when you have a student 
at the table, it gives representation to 
a very large community of people. 
You know that students represent a 
very big part of Durham, being a col-
lege town. I fear that when we don’t 
have any representation on the Town 
Council, some of the issues that are 
really important to us as students 
don’t get talked about because that 
representation just isn’t there.”
Though we can’t necessarily 
speak to the content of the Durham 
Town Council’s discussions at meet-
ings, The New Hampshire agrees 
with Marino that having a student 
voice on the Town Council would be 
benefi cial for all parties involved. 
Plus, Marino’s young age is de-
ceiving in terms of experience. The 
political science major said in the 
town forum that he began his politi-
cal career at 11 years old. He added 
that he served on the New Hamp-
shire Legislative Youth Evaluative 
Council while he was in high school. 
Additionally, Marino has served 
on the UNH Student Senate. That’s 
about as impressive of a political 
résumé as a sophomore in college 
could conceivably have. 
Lastly, The New Hampshire 
encourages students to do some re-
search on the six candidates running 
and vote Tuesday. However, it would 
be worthwhile to pay special atten-
tion to Marino and strongly consider 
the idea of having a student on the 
Town Council. 
The election will be held Tues-
day, March 8 at Oyster River High 
School from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Columnists Wanted! 
Got an opinion? Are you politically inclined? Do you want your ideas read by 
thousands? Contact Sam Rabuck at tnh.editor@unh.edu for more information. 
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Thumbs Up
Thumbs Down
The Thumbs Up/Thumbs Down section represents the collective 
opinion of The New Hampshire’s staff and does not necessarily repre-
sent the opinion of the student body. But it more than likely does. 
Thumbs up to the nice weather fore-
casted for this week. 
Thumbs down to still having a week 
before spring break. 
Thumbs up to a good night’s sleep. 
Thumbs down to not getting enough. 
Thumbs up to JBs. 
Thumbs down to getting magma 
sauce on your shirt. 
Thumbs up to Full House, a timeless 
classic. 
Thumbs down to the episode where 
Papouli dies. 
Thumbs up to Mustache March.  
Thumbs down to the haters. 
Thumbs up to swimming pools. 
Thumbs down to pruned fingers and 
toes. 
Thumbs up to French toast, wheat 
toast, cinnamon toast and all toasts. 
Thumbs down to overly burnt toast, 
the one exception. 
Thumbs up to I Can’t Believe It’s Not 
Butter. #science 
Thumbs down to actually believing 
it’s butter. 
A diverse party
The conservative message is a simple one: All men are created equal with cer-
tain unalienable rights. 
Abraham Lincoln, who 
founded the party in 1861, 
certainly agreed with this as 
he broke barriers of living the 
American dream and making 
the lives of all Americans better 
for future generations to come. 
Today, that message hasn’t 
changed. The true party of di-
versity lies within the Republi-
can Party. 
Most recently, three of the 
last five standing candidates 
to be the GOP nominee this 
November were minorities. Dr. 
Ben Carson, who is African-
American, grew up in a house-
hold with a single mother who 
was illiterate and had him at 
the mere age of 13. Ted Cruz’s 
father was beaten and tortured 
as a teen fighting in the Cuban 
Revolution before coming to 
America to wash dishes for 50 
cents an hour and one day be-
came a preacher. Marco Rubio’s 
parents fled the same communist 
Cuba in 1956 hoping to give 
their children better lives than 
their own. The only two Indian-
American governors in United 
States history, Nikki Haley 
(R-South Carolina) and Bobby 
Jindal (R-Louisiana), both 
learned similar principles from 
their parents, who left India in 
search of a new life. Brian San-
doval (R-Nevada) and Susana 
Martinez (R-New Mexico) serve 
as Hispanic governors of their 
respective states.  Tim Scott (R-
South Carolina) serves as only 
one of two African-Americans 
in the Senate. The list goes on. 
However, they are conservatives 
for the same reason I am. It’s 
the idea that only you, and not 
the government, are in charge of 
your own destiny. 
The Republican Party is 
truly, as explained by Senator 
Rubio, “the party of the maids 
and the bartenders.” Anyone 
can live up to his/her potential 
in America, if he or she strives 
to work hard and get a great 
education.  Limited government 
intervention helps people break 
barriers in the great story of 
America, not more interference. 
We are a land of immi-
grants who have come together 
to believe in a certain set of 
values that are instilled in us at 
birth. Most importantly, we have 
all come together to become 
Americans. 
The party is growing 
because it is expanding to reach 
more people and change more 
lives than ever before. The 
Republican Party has helped 
countless citizens realize the 
“American dream” since its 
inception. Abraham Lincoln 
would be pleased to see how far 
it has come. We will continue 
to expand and grow because, 
unlike our opposition, our 
beliefs have not changed with 
the times. 
Peter Hinman is a senior 
majoring in political science.
From The Right
Peter Hinman
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In Brief
Goldrich, Anderson named football MVPs
Senior co-captains Sean 
Goldrich and Akil Anderson 
were named team Most Valuable 
Players to highlight the Univer-
sity of New Hampshire football 
program’s annual team banquet, 
which was held Sunday inside 
the Memorial Union Building on 
the UNH campus.
Goldrich, a four-year starter 
who overcame a leg injury that 
sidelined him for more than a 
month, ranked third in the CAA 
in passing yards/game (207.4) 
and completed 201 of 329 passes 
for 1,867 yards and nine touch-
downs in nine games. He capped 
his illustrious career ranked 
third in UNH history in comple-
tions (654), fifth in passing yards 
(7,536) and fifth in attempts 
(1,068). The native of West Ha-
ven, Connecticut, went 21-10 as 
the starting signal caller, includ-
ing 10-2 at Cowell Stadium.
Anderson racked up 56 
tackles, including 34 solo stops, 
in 11 games to earn All-CAA 
Third Team recognition in his 
final season. The middle line-
backer totaled 5.0 tackles for 
loss, a sack, an interception and 
two pass breakups.
Here is a recap of the other 
team accolades handed out Sun-
day:
Daniel Rowe, Bill Bowes: 
Coaches Award
Former walk-on who played 
as a true freshman and became a 
two-year starter at safety; recog-
nized for his team-first approach 
and ability to persevere; legend-
ary UNH football coach Bill 
Bowes, for whom the award is 
named, received a standing ova-
tion for his selection to the 2016 
College Football Hall of Fame 
Class by the National Football 
Foundation.
Jullian Turner: Bo Dickson 
Spirit Award
Defensive tackle honored 
for his on- and off-the-field lead-
ership and for his near-unani-
mous selection as a tri-captain 
by his teammates.
Austin Heter: Bob Demers 
12th Man Award
Recognized for earning a 
starting job as a junior and prov-
ing durable as a starter for the 
final 26 games of his career, both 
as a right tackle (junior) and left 
tackle (senior).
Hayden Knudson: Jack French 
Unsung Hero Award
Safety honored for over-
coming a slew of injuries to still 
be among the most productive 
safeties and a Top-10 tackler de-
spite missing significant action 
over multiple seasons; ranked 
second on team with 62 tackles 
despite missing two games. 
Dougie Moss: Eugene K. Au-
erbach Student-Athlete Award
Cornerback rallied back 
from early-career academic is-
sues to become an exemplary 
student-athlete; built his cumu-
lative GPA to a 3.14 as an ac-
counting major in the Peter T. 
Paul College of Business and 
Economics.
Horace Chalstrom: Buck Bu-
chanan Distinguished Service 
Award
Demonstrated selflessness 
and personified true team-first 
mentality as a walk-on who put 
in time to earn role on multiple 
special teams units.
Game balls were presented 
for each of the Wildcats’ seven 
victories in 2015:
UNH 26, Colgate 8 – Sept. 12: 
DL Dab Ukwuani
Moved from defensive tack-
le to defensive end to address 
injury-caused depth issue in road 
victory and first win of season.
UNH 57, Central Connecticut 
State 14 – Sept. 26: OL George 
Kallas
Stepped up after injury to 
incumbent Tad McNeely to fill 
role as starting center in first 
home win of season.
UNH 37, Elon 14 – Oct. 3: S 
Lamar Edmonds
Headlined team’s five-INT 
performance by making a no-
look interception that ranked as 
an ESPN SportsCenter Top-10 
Play.
UNH 20, Rhode Island 17 – 
Oct. 31: DT Rashid Armand
Commended for making 
five tackles, including momen-
tum-shifting tackle for 4-yard 
loss early in third quarter to 
jumpstart Wildcats’ rally from 
17-0 halftime deficit in season-
changing victory.
UNH 30, Richmond 25 – Nov. 
7: S Keith Parkinson
Strengthened defensive 
backfield that forced four inter-
ceptions in Wildcats’ signature 
win of the season over fifth-
ranked Spiders.
UNH 24, Albany 14 – Nov. 14: 
WR Mike Kelly
Made three receptions for 
26 yards and added 17-yard rush 
in must-win road game.
UNH 22, Maine 6 – Nov. 21: 
WR Jared Allison
Hauled in career-high 10 re-
ceptions for 81 yards and added 
66 yards on four kickoff returns 
on Senior Day as Wildcats main-
tained possession of the Brice-
Cowell Musket and secured 
berth in NCAA playoffs.
Head football coach Sean 
McDonnell thanked the follow-
ing seniors for their commitment 







OL Danny Riley 
The Wildcats (7-5, 5-3 
CAA) won four straight games 
to close out the regular season 
and extend the nation’s longest 
streak of consecutive NCAA Di-
vision I playoff appearances to a 
12th straight season. UNH opens 
preparation for the 2016 season 
when spring practice begins next 
month. The spring Blue-White 
Game will unofficially close 
80-year-old Cowell Stadium on 
Saturday, May 7.
UNH is set to kick off a new 
era when it opens Wildcat Sta-
dium against the College of the 
Holy Cross on Saturday, Sept. 
10. To reserve season tickets, 
visit www.unhstadium.com or 
call 603-862-4000.
FROM STAFF REPORTS COURTESY OF UNH  ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS
Senior Caroline Murray 
and sophomore Brooke Murphy 
collected co-MVP honors at the 
University of New Hampshire 
women’s soccer banquet, Sat-
urday morning at the Sky Box 
Lounge.
The Wildcats celebrated 
a season which finished with 
a 6-9-4 record overall and a 
4-4 mark in America East play. 
UNH competed in the America 
East Championships for a sec-
ond consecutive season and was 
one win shy of the regular sea-
son champion honor. The team’s 
defense of the title was undone 
after an America East Champi-
onship Quarterfinal loss to the 
University of Maine, 1-1, in 
penalty kicks. UNH statistically 
dominated the game with a 22-
10 shot advantage as well as a 
7-2-corner kick advantage. In 
the overtime periods, the Wild-
cats outshot the Black Bears 4-1.
Murray finished the season 
with one goal and eight assists 
for 10 points, earning her Amer-
ica East Midfielder of the Year 
honors. She was an All-Con-
ference First Team Selection as 
well as an All-Academic Team 
honoree. After the season, Mur-
ray was named to the NSCAA 
All-Region Third Team and 
the NEWISA All-New England 
First Team. The senior was also 
selected for the 2015 NEWISA 
Senior Bowl, which features se-
niors from schools throughout 
New England representing all 
three NCAA Divisions.
Murphy concluded her sec-
ond season as a Wildcat with 
America East Striker of the Year 
honors after leading the league 
with 11 goals and 27 points. Her 
play secured All-Conference 
First Team honors as well as Na-
tional Soccer Coaches Associa-
tion of America All-Region Sec-
ond Team recognition. Murphy 
was named America East Player 
of the Week three times this sea-
son and secured the TD Bank 
Classic Most Valuable Player 
after posting two goals and an 
assist in the three-game tourna-
ment. She also joined Murray on 
the NEWISA All-New England 
First Team.
Academically the team 
shined. The women’s soccer 
team placed an astounding 25 
of 28 student-athletes (89.3 per-
cent) on the Academic Honor 
Roll with 15 making the Com-
missioner’s Honor Roll.
Senior captain Kirsten 
O’Neil was given the Coaches 
Award for her solid work on the 
back line this past season.
The team’s Most Outstand-
ing Freshman award went to 
Gaby Dorsey, who finished the 
season with four points on two 
goals. She was named to the 
America East All-Rookie team 
following the regular season.
Junior Caitlin Bucksbaum 
was awarded the Student-Ath-
lete of the Year award with a 4.0 
grade point average while study-
ing biochemistry. She trans-
ferred to UNH her sophomore 
year from Villanova and tallied 
her only goal of the season at 
Vermont with a game-winning 
mark for a 3-2 victory.
Lastly, junior Kayli Igoe 
was given the Barros Family 
Award, voted by the team, after 
missing the season due to injury. 
She has battled injuries and con-
tinues have a positive outlook to 
join her teammates on the field 
next season.
Women’s soccer celebrates 
2015 season at banquet
Belanger, Storey earn conference honors
Senior Elizabeth Belanger 
and freshman Ashley Storey 
were named to the America East 
All-Conference First Team and 
All-Rookie Team, respectively, 
Friday evening at the annual 
women’s basketball awards ban-
quet.
Belanger finished the regu-
lar season leading the team in 
scoring (16.9 ppg) and rebound-
ing with 7.1 boards per game. 
She also led the team in steals 
(41), three-point percentage 
(.339), free throw percentage 
(.860) and minutes per game 
(35.5). This season, Belanger 
notched six double-doubles. 
The senior guard also broke 
her career-high in scoring with 
a 32-point performance against 
the University of Massachusetts 
Lowell on Jan. 21. Two games 
later, at Stony Brook University, 
she tied that career-high with an-
other 32-point game.
Belanger hit the 1,000-point 
milestone against the University 
of Pennsylvania on Nov. 22 this 
season. She holds the fifth spot 
on the all-time scoring list with 
1,453 points and is just four 
points out of fifth. Her 703 ca-
reer rebounds also put her in the 
Top 10 all-time. She is also only 
one of four Wildcats in history to 
score more than 1,300 points and 
collect more than 650 rebounds.
Last year, Belanger also 
earned a spot on the All-Con-
ference First Team. She was a 
member of the All-Conference 
Second Team during her sopho-
more year, after being named to 
the All-Rookie Team during her 
freshman campaign.
Storey enjoyed a successful 
freshman campaign in a Wildcat 
uniform. She ranked fourth on 
the team in the regular season 
in scoring (5.4 ppg), fifth in re-
bounding (3.4 rpg), and second 
in blocks (21). She set a career-
high in scoring against Bingham-
ton with 22 points on Feb. 6 and 
pulled down a career-high nine 
rebounds at UMass Lowell (Feb. 
17). Named two-time America 
East Rookie of the Week this 
season, Storey played in all 29 
games and earned 16 starts.
Leissner, Smith headline regular season awards
Sophomore Tanner Leiss-
ner and junior Jaleen Smith of 
the University of New Hamp-
shire men’s basketball team were 
named America East All-Confer-
ence First Team and Second Team 
selections, respectively.
Leissner finished the regular 
season leading the team in scor-
ing (15.6 ppg) and ranked second 
in rebounding with 6.9 boards per 
game. Last season, Leissner was 
named America East Rookie of the 
Year and was placed on both All-
Rookie and Second Teams. This 
season, the sophomore scored a 
career-high 30 points at the Uni-
versity of Maine on Jan. 18, in a 
99-91 victory, the first Wildcat 
to break the 30-point mark since 
2011. Leissner scored more than 
20 points in 11 games this season 
and the Texas native ranks third 
in scoring and fifth in rebounding 
throughout the conference.
Leissner is the first Wildcat 
to be named to the All-Conference 
First Team since Blagoj Janev in 
the 2005-06 season.
Smith was named to an All-
Conference Team this season af-
ter joining the America East All-
Championship Team a year ago. 
Smith ranks second in scoring, 
first in assists, third in rebounding 
and leads the team in minutes per 
game with 34.1 this season. The 
Wildcats are 8-3 when the Texas 
native, who ranks sixth in the con-
ference in assists per game, dishes 
over four assists and he leads the 
conference in free throw shooting 
with an 88.9 percent mark.
UNH set set a new school re-
cord for most wins in a two-season 
span, winning 38 games going 
back to last season. UNH boasts a 
19-11 overall record.
TNH 
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COURTESY OF UNH ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS
From L to R: Shannon Murdock, Alyson Messina, Danielle Gajewski and Amanda Szymanski of the 
women’s distance medley relay, which won the ECAC crown on Sunday in 11:32.39.
By RYAN PAGLIARO 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
The men and women’s in-
door track and field teams logged 
several strong performances 
against top competition over the 
weekend.  The women’s team 
placed eighth out of 44 teams at 
the Eastern Collegiate Athletic 
Conference (ECAC) Champion-
ships on Sunday, while the men’s 
team finished 22nd out of 43 
teams in the Intercollegiate As-
sociation of Amateur Athletes of 
America (IC4A) Championships. 
“Our goal was to score 20 
points and we ended up scoring 
29 so we’re happy with the team 
performance and really happy 
with the performance we’ve had 
this whole month,” women’s 
coach Robert Hoppler said.  
The women’s distance med-
ley relay (DMR) team contribut-
ed to the ‘Cats 29 overall points 
with an impressive first place 
finish, clocking in at 11-minutes, 
32.39-seconds.  The combination 
of freshman Shannon Murdock, 
sophomore Danielle Gajewski, 
and juniors Alyson Messina and 
Amanda Szymanski proved to be 
very effective. With no seniors 
competing, the group will only 
continue to improve.
“Rosie has had an unbe-
lievable year and a great sea-
son,” Hoppler said, singling 
out distance runner Laura Rose 
Donegan for praise. Donegan 
set a new school record in the 
3,000-meter race with a time of 
9:26.72. Donegan’s time was 
good for a second place finish in 
the meet, and allowed her to beat 
teammate Elinor Purrier’s 3,000 
record that was set earlier in the 
season.  Donegan was followed 
up by teammate Chelsey Ser-
rano, who finished in 9:42.39, 
a new personal record.  Do-
negan currently owns two indoor 
school records.
Senior sprinter Lauren Per-
rodin continued to be a force in 
the 60-meter dash with a third 
place finish in a time of 7.64 
seconds.  Cassie Kruse came up 
with an eighth place finish in the 
1,000-meter race, completing the 
event in 2:53.08.   Seniors Bri-
anna Boden and Amber Short 
both set personal records in the 
5,000-meter race.  Boden placed 
fifth with a time of 16.43.97 and 
Short ninth with a 16:50.72.  
“We just had two tremendous 
seasons and we’re trying to go 
three for three.  As far as America 
East is concerned, we won the 
cross country championships, got 
second indoors and we think we 
can do really well indoors,” said 
Hoppler.  Hoppler was named 
NCAA Division I Northeast Re-
gion Assistant Coach of the Year 
by the Coaches Association on 
Friday. 
“It’s just indicative of what 
a great group of student athletes 
we have and I’m just very fortu-
nate to be able to work with these 
kids,” Hoppler said. “It’s really 
their award, that’s the way I look 
at it.  I think the university should 
be very proud of what this team 
was able to accomplish.”  
While the ECACs was the 
final meet for the indoor season 
for many, Elinor Purrier will be 
competing March 11 and 12 at 
the 2016 NCAA Indoor Track & 
Field Championships in Birming-
ham, Alabama.  Purrier is seeded 
first with the nation’s fastest mile 
time of 4:29.71.  With the best 
competition in the nation compet-
ing at the meet, Purrier is poised 
to be at her best in the event she 
has dominated this year.  
The men’s team closed out 
their indoor season with some 
strong performances at the IC4As. 
Highlighted by Michael Shana-
han’s gold medal in the weight 
throw, the team is now focusing 
on continuing to improve in the 
outdoor season after it recovers 
from indoor. 
“Winning two IC4A cham-
pionships in a row is an amazing 
feat, and this year was different. 
He threw almost two meters far-
ther this year to win than what 
he threw last year. His improve-
ments, consistency, and most of 
all his ability to compete in big 
meets is great, and IC4As is a big 
meet,” men’s head coach Robert 
Boulanger said of Shanahan’s 
successful outing. Shanahan’s 
throw of 67 feet, 11.75 inches 
helped his team score a much-
needed 10 points.  
“I think there was a change in 
pressure for him and he handled 
it very well,” Boulanger said of 
senior Brendan McCarthy’s per-
formance in the DMR.  The DMR 
team of Brett Hoerner, Drew Pi-
azza, William Ulrich, and Mc-
Carthy battled for a seventh place 
finish with a time of 10:03.72. 
Finishing second in the prelimi-
nary round on Saturday, the time 
was tough to hang on to due to 
the quick turnover of running the 
same event on Sunday.  
“[Hoerner and Ulrich] estab-
lished themselves as two of the 
best freshmen in New England 
and you get a lot of questions 
from people like ‘who are they?’” 
Boulanger said, lauding the two 
rookie runners. 
Others who raced this week-
end include brothers Joseph and 
Christopher Poggi, who went 
35th and 40th in the 800-meter 
race, respectively.  Senior sprinter 
Isaiah Penn placed eleventh in the 
400-meter prelims with a time of 
48.34 seconds.        
“I think the season went 
tremendously well for the whole 
group.  We have a lot of things to 
work on for the outdoor season, 
which is only three and a half 
weeks away.  We’ll keep our fit-
ness and do some active rest,” 
Boulanger said. “Some of the 
kids have had really long seasons 
and we’ll go to outdoor and hope 
the weather stays nice like it has 
been.”  
The indoor season is not over 
for one of the men’s runners. Pi-
azza ran the 400-meter leg of the 
DMR over the weekend and has 
been a versatile runner all season 
for the ‘Cats. He is gearing up for 
the 800-meter race at the NCAA 
Championships.
“At least he knows he isn’t 
short of leg speed going into na-
tionals,” Boulanger said of the 
junior, who owns the nation’s 
10th fastest time in the 800 with 
a 1:47.28.
“It’s the NCAA. The field 
is loaded but he belongs there,” 
Boulanger said. “The time he 
posted is a wonderful time, so 
let’s go out and see what he brings 
to the table on Friday.”
TRACK & FIELD
Men, women compete in Boston
GYMNASTICS
Wildcats third in Utah tri-meet
By ANDREW YOURELL 
SPORTS EDITOR
The Wildcat gymnastics 
team placed third in a tri-meet 
with Utah State University and 
Brigham Young University on 
Friday night, recording a score 
of 193.825.
UNH was limited in lineup 
choices. Only 14 athletes made 
the trip, a decision dictated in 
part by travel costs and in part 
by injuries, which once again 
cost the ‘Cats.
“We were missing both our 
top performer on bars, Danielle 
Mulligan, who suffered a concus-
sion in practice last week and our 
top performer on beam, Casey 
Lauter, who is still recovering 
from a stress fracture,” UNH 
head coach Gail Goodspeed said.
In a surprising twist, the 
lineup that recorded the highest 
score for the Wildcats was the 
vault. UNH tallied a score of 
48.825 on the apparatus, with all 
six gymnasts recording at least 
a 9.700. Freshman Erin Carroll 
and sophomore Elizabeth Ma-
honey were the top Wildcats, 
with scores of 9.825 and 9.800, 
respectively.
Carroll’s performance was 
a new career-high, and was also 
good for second place overall in 
the meet. Only BYU’s Sin To 
recorded a higher score, edging 
Carroll with a 9.850.
The Wildcats started the 
meet on beam, where they’ve 
been among the nation’s best all 
season. But two falls forced the 
team to count a low score, and 
the team got off to a rocky start, 
recording a 47.850 on the event.
UNH’s Regional Qualify-
ing Score (RQS) on beam is a 
49.220, and the team has aver-
aged a 48.918 on the event this 
season. Friday’s meet marked 
the lowest score the team has re-
corded all season.
“Basically, we struggled on 
our first event, beam,” Good-
speed said of the score. Despite 
the bad night, UNH is still the 
No. 7 team on beam in the coun-
try and the team bounced back 
for the other events.
After beam, the team tran-
sitioned to floor exercises. In 
their last meet, the Wildcats had 
five gymnasts score 9.850 marks 
on floor, but the floor routines 
cooled off a bit on Friday night. 
The team scored 48.400 points, 
though Meghan Pflieger im-
pressed with a solid 9.800 show-
ing to lead the squad.
To end the night, the Wild-
cats competed on the uneven 
bars, an event that UNH has done 
well in all season. The Wildcats 
turned in a solid effort with the 
limited lineup, though Good-
speed noted that Mulligan’s ab-
sence was felt on the apparatus.
Jennifer King had the top 
score of 9.850 for the Wildcats, 
who had four other gymnasts 
reach the 9.700 range or better. 
The 193.825 mark was not 
enough to overcome BYU or 
host Utah State. BYU recorded 
a strong 195.500 score, and is 
now ranked a single spot behind 
UNH in the national standings at 
No. 31. Utah State won the meet 
with a 196.025 and is eyeing a 
spot at the NCAA Regional Meet 
with a No. 32 ranking nationally.
“Both Utah State and BYU 
were excellent teams and this 
meet was going to come down to 
the team that hit 24 for 24 [rou-
tines],” Goodspeed said. “Unfor-
tunately, that was not UNH on 
this night.”
UNH is currently ranked 
No. 30 in the country and has one 
meet left before the East Atlantic 
Gymnastics League Champion-
ships at Pittsburgh. UNH travels 
to Texas Woman’s University to 
take on the Pioneers, the Loui-
siana State University Tigers 
and the Oregon State University 
Beavers on March 12 at 7 p.m.
For more on the gymnas-
tics team, visit the UNH athlet-
ics website, unhwildcats.com, or 
follow the team on Twitter and 
Instagram @unhgymnastics.
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“I mean I was seeing the 
ball a little better in the fi rst 
half,” Clancy said. “My defense 
was forcing bad shots down the 
lane so that was good.” 
The Stags continued to roll 
to start the second half. Maeve 
Quinn fi red a shot past Clancy, 
her third goal of the game, to 
boost the Stag lead to eight 
only six minutes into the second 
frame. 
UNH started a small rally 
when Laura McHoul and Miller 
both capitalized off free position 
shots to make it 11-5 Fairfi eld. 
But the rally was short lived and 
Stag midfi elder Riley Hellstein 
took over the game. 
Hellstein recorded four 
points in the second half, in-
cluding three goals, to spark the 
Stags’ offense in the rout of the 
Wildcats. 
UNH midfi elder Carly 
Wooters scored a goal with 10 
seconds left in regulation to con-
tinue her streak of six consecu-
tive games with a score, but the 
fi nal tally was 16-6 in Fairfi eld’s 
favor.
“Well, respect to them. They 
went hard, they really came out 
and fought,” Clancy said. Clan-
cy believes the team is capable 
of playing at a higher level, a 
process that starts with working 
hard in practices. 
“We all know that we can 
play at a certain level and I think 
it’s just really working at that 
level in practice everyday and 
holding each other accountable,” 
she said. 
The Wildcats begin a three-
game road trip starting on Sat-
urday. The team starts with a 1 
p.m. game against the Harvard 
Crimson.
WLAX
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Black Bears end UNH season
By SAM ROGERS 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
The America East playoffs 
began on Saturday at Bingham-
ton.
One of the best rivalries 
in the conference wrote a new 
page in its storied history. The 
UNH Wildcats faced off against 
the Maine Black Bears in a 
No. 2-seed against No. 7-seed 
matchup. Despite some impres-
sive individual efforts and enor-
mous energy and heart, UNH fell 
58-47.
The Wildcats fi nish their 
season 12-18 overall and 5-10 
in conference play. Despite a 
late season surge, UNH couldn’t 
manage any postseason magic 
this year. The team’s record may 
not show it, but the Wildcats 
were competitive all year long 
and they proved they could be a 
top team in the league. 
A great fi rst quarter by 
Maine proved to foreshadow the 
outcome. The Wildcats found 
themselves up three at one point 
in the fi rst quarter but trailed 21-
14 at the end of the period. UNH 
has had a hard time coming out 
of the gate all year long and Sat-
urday was no different. The sev-
en-point defi cit proved to be too 
much for the ‘Cats to comeback 
from. 
Senior Elizabeth Belanger 
led the game in scoring with 23 
points. Belanger ends her career 
as the fi fth all-time in scoring 
and seventh in rebounds. Sopho-
more Carlie Pogue and freshman 
Ashley Storey led the way down 
low with 17 points and 10 re-
bounds combined.
An inability to come out of 
the locker room and play great 
basketball has plagued the Wild-
cats all year. Another slow start 
in the second half proved to ruin 
all chances for a Wildcat come-
back. The ‘Cats only scored nine 
third quarter points, but their 
defense only allowed six points. 
UNH only trailed by three points 
heading into the fi nal frame.
Maine’s offensive explosion 
was too much for UNH. Maine 
improved their second half scor-
ing total with 19 fourth quar-
ter points, while the Wildcats 
notched 11 points in the fi nal 
quarter. The Black Bears were 
able to control their lead despite 
the constant Wildcat pressure. 
Maine advanced to a semi-
fi nal matchup against Stony 
Brook.
Maine defeated Stony 
Brook on Sunday, March 6, by a 
score of 51-48 and will face top 
seed Albany in the America East 
Championships. Albany throt-
tled the Binghamton Bearcats by 
a fi nal score of 79-43 after cruis-
ing past Hartford 60-40 in the 
fi rst round of the playoffs. 
UNH’s loss marked the end 
to two valuable Wildcats’ ca-
reers. Belanger and Stephanie 
Spoto fi nished their time with 
the UNH program and leave a 
legacy on and off the curt. 
The ‘Cats’ youthful tal-
ent gives some signs that the 
program may bounce back next 
year. 
Albany and Maine will face 
off at 4:30 p.m. on Friday, March 
11 for the America East crown.
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minutes for the scoreless tie to 
be broken.
Junior right wing Tyler 
Kelleher tapped in a backdoor 
rebound late in the second pe-
riod to give the Wildcats a 1-0 
lead. Freshman right wing Mar-
cus Vela added an insurance goal 
early in the third period on a bro-
ken play, by throwing a shot on 
net from the high slot following 
two blocked shots.
“Off the faceoff, a weird 
bounce popped out, and I just 
turned around and shot it,” said 
Vela. “Luckily enough, it went 
in, so it was nice to get.”
Merrimack cut the lead to 
one with just under eight minutes 
remaining in the game, but Vela 
sealed the deal with an empty net 
goal in the fi nal minute, securing 
a 3-1 win. The ‘Cats pulled off 
the win despite being outshot 46-
28 in the game.
Game two was a similar sto-
ry, but with a different ending. 
The Wildcats entered the third 
period with a 2-1 lead on goals 
from Kelleher and junior defen-
seman Matias Cleland. 
The Warriors were able to 
notch the equalizer at 7:59 of the 
fi nal frame, sending the game to 
overtime. 
UNH got into penalty trou-
ble in the extra period, sending 
two men to the box within about 
four minutes of each other. The 
fi rst penalty was successfully 
killed, but Merrimack converted 
on the second, ending the game 
on its 50th shot, forcing a third 
game. The Wildcats were badly 
outshot in the game, fi nishing 
with just 23 shots on goal.
The loss was “disappoint-
ing” to Umile, who said he felt 
his team “battled back after the 
fi rst period” in which it was out-
played. 
The fi nal game of the series 
saw Merrimack enter the third 
period with a 2-0 lead following 
two second period goals. 
The Wildcats began the fi -
nal period on a long penalty kill, 
after Cleland was assessed a 
fi ve-minute major and a 10-min-
ute game misconduct late in 
the second for illegal contact 
to the head. They were able to 
survive Merrimack’s man ad-
vantage, which included a full 
two-minute fi ve-on-three power 
play after senior forward Maxim 
Gaudreault was called for inter-
ference.
“They just hung in there and 
they did a great job in the kill to 
give us a chance,” said Umile.
Freshman defenseman Matt 
Dawson buried a power play 
goal midway through the third 
period to pull UNH within one, 
but it was too little, too late. 
Merrimack held on to its lead 
to send the ‘Cats packing with a 
2-1, season-ending loss.
Gaudreault said he saw 
trends in this game and series 
that have been apparent through-
out the entire season. 
“This game kind of felt like 
the season as a whole,” he said. 
“It was another one-goal game 
where we couldn’t fi nd ways to 
fi nish. The series was the same 
thing. We started up 1-0, and just 
couldn’t fi nish it. It wasn’t for 
lack of effort there at the end; we 
just couldn’t fi nd ways to fi nish 
for whatever reason.”
CHINA WONG/STAFF




The lacrosse team 
will start a three game 
road trip on Satur-
day, March 12, when 
it faces off with the 
Harvard Crimson.
The team will then 
travel to Monmouth 
University on March 
16 and Manhattan 
College on March 19, 
before returning to 
Cowell Stadium for 
America East play.
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Conor McGregor was 
defeated by Nate Diaz via 
submission in the sec-
ond round of Saturday 
night’s UFC 196 event, a 
170-pound matchup.
MEN’S HOCKEY
Wildcats forced from 
Hockey East playo s
LACROSSE
Stags stampede past ‘Cats
By BRIAN DUNN 
SPORTS EDITOR
Sophomore goaltender Kate Clancy recorded a career-high 13 
saves on Saturday, but it wasn’t enough to stop the stampede. 
The Wildcat lacrosse team fell at home to the Fairfi eld Univer-
sity Stags by a fi nal score of 16-6. The team is now 2-4 on the season. 
The Stags fi red a total of 33 shots and forced an attack that was too 
strong for the Wildcats to overcome. 
“We didn’t have a lot of positives out there. I think we really 
shot ourselves in the foot with a lot of things,” head coach Sarah Al-
brecht after the game. “I think we need to work harder off ball [and] 
on ball. I think we need to work harder with our fundamentals. It’s 
something that we really harped on.”
The two teams remained fairly even in the score column for a 
good portion of the fi rst half. With 18:39 left in the half, the score 
was 3-2 in favor of Fairfi eld. Krissy Schafer and Devon Croke were 
responsible for the fi rst two Wildcat goals. 
But the Stags dominated the ‘Cats on the offensive side of the 
ball for the remainder of the half. Four different Fairfi eld players 
scored a total of seven goals in a 20-minute span. Devan Miller found 
the back of the net to give UNH its third goal of the half, but Fair-
fi eld’s 21 shots in the fi rst half resulted in a 10-3 lead at halftime. 
Clancy was able to save nine shots in the fi rst stanza due to the Stags’ 
poor shot selection at times. 
ASHLYN CORREIA/STAFF
Kate Clancy (30) recorded a career-high 13 saves on Saturday.WLAX continued on Page 15
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Men’s hockey could only muster one win at Merrimack in the Hockey East playo s this weekend.
By MARK GARBINO 
STAFF WRITER
Hockey season is offi cially 
over at UNH. 
The Wildcats went to battle 
with the Merrimack College War-
riors in a tight three-game open-
ing round series on the road, but 
fell short, losing two straight after 
winning the opening game. The 
offseason came especially early 
this year, as UNH has made it to 
the Hockey East Championship 
each of the past two seasons. 
UNH fi nished with an over-
all record of 11-20-6, including 
4-13-6 in conference play.
Sophomore goalie Danny 
Tirone had an impressive week-
end and gave his team every 
chance to win, stopping 132 of 
138 shots faced across the three 
games.
“He played great,” head 
coach Dick Umile said. “That’s 
who he is.” 
Every minute of action be-
tween these two teams was hard 
fought, with every inch of the ice 
needing to be earned. The tone 
for the series was set in the open-
ing game, when it took almost 35 




















number of saves 
in Saturday’s 
loss to Fairfi eld 
University.










Belanger in her 
fi nal game as a 
UNH Wildcat, to 





score on vault 
in Friday night’s 
meet against 
Utah State and 
BYU.
